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The INTRODUCTION. 


Tace the Penal Laws touching Matters of Meer Religion, that ſo long have 

been the Efficient Caule, are now become the Subje& Matter of Debate 
throughout the Nation ; whilſt perhaps, fearce one in Ten of the Eager Con- 
tenders truly knows what theſe Penal Laws and Teſts are ; Or at leaf, has not 
any perfett Idea of their full Extent and Nature, their grievous Unequal Pe- 
nalties avd Deſtruttive Eftedts : I thought it might at this Tuniture, be a 
Service not altagether Unacceptable, to draw up a fair Abſtract or Compen- 
dium of a7 Thoſe Laws; That ſo being Beheld at oze Intire View, udp: 
ment nay be the better made of their Benefit or Inexpediency : To which end, 
I have added a few brief Obſervations very naturally ( as T conceive) Reſul- 


ting from the Premifſes; and ſo ſubmit the whole, to the Chriſtian Conſiderati- 
on of all Honeſt Unbiaſs'd Engliſhmen. 


AN ABSTRACT 


QF THE 


PENAL LAWS 


TAT. 1 Eliz. Cap. r. None ſhall Enjoy 
any Dignity or Office, Spiritual or Civil, 
nor take Orders, nor any. Degree of Lear- 
ninp, but he muſt take the following Oarh; 
And on Refuſal, forfeits ſuch D-375tzes or 


Succeſſnve ; and to my Potver, ſhall Aſſiſt and De= 
fend all Furiſat Qiems, Preenedes ph 
and Authorities, granted or belonging tothe | King's] 
Highneſs, His Hers and Succeſſors, or Umted and 
Annexed to the Imperial Crown of this Realm. $9 


: O Ces. 
J The Form of the Oath of Supremacy. 


* TA.B. Do utterly Teſtify and Declare in my 
4 Conſcience, That the | King's] Highneſs is the 
3 only Supream Governour of this Realm, and of «1! 
® other | His] Highneſſes Domintions and Conntries, 
q as well zn all Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Things or 
3 Cauſes, as Temporal. And that no Foreign Prince, 
I Prelate, State or Potentate hath, or ought to have 
7 any Furs/diftion, Pomer, Superiority, Pre-eminence 
# or Authority, Ecclefiaſtical or Spiritual, within this 
8 Realm :- And therefore, I do utterly renounce and 
forſake all Foreign Juriſdiions, Powers, Superi- 
ortties and Authorities; and do promiſe, That from 
benceforth T ſhall bear Faith and true Allegiance to 
| the | King's ] Highneſs, | His] Heirs and Lawful 


help me God, and by the Contents of this Books 


I5idm, Se&. 27. By Speech or Writing to AF- 
firm, Maintain, Promote or Defend any Foreign 
Juri/diction, Spiritual or Ecclefiaſtical ; Forfeits for 
the Firſt Offence, al Gocds and Chattels, Real 
and Perſonal. For the Secoxd, incurrs A Þ R Es» 
MUNTRE [ which by the Stat. 16 . Rich, 2. Cape 


5+ Inports Forfeiture of Lands as well as Goods, to 


be out of the Kzng's Protettion, and Impriſonment.} 
And the T/2zrd Offence, is HIGH TREASON. 

1 Eliz, Cap. 2. A Miviſter refuſing to Uſe the 
Comwmon-Prayer-Book, or Ufing any 0- 
ther 2:te, (*) Ceremony or Order, in 0= 
pen Pravers or Acminiftration of the Sa- 
craments, than whatis preſcribed by the 
Common-Prayer-Book, For its one years 
prefit of his Living, and maſt be Impr;- 


* Are not 
manyChurch 
mer giutity 
herein , by 
prodihng 

mor® than is 
ennoyned ? 
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fened for ſix Months, For the ſecond Offence, ut- 


terly Forfeits by Living, And for the Third, is to. 


be Impre/oned auring Life. 
1d. SeR. 9, 10, and-11. Ta declare or fpeak a- 


ry thing in the D-Y:garion, Depraving, or DeſFi- . 


Jing of the Book of Common- Prayer, or ANY THING 
therein contained, or any part tnerecf, Forfeits.1 00 
Marks, or fix Months Imprifonment. For the ſe+ 
cond Offence, 400 Marks, or 12 Months Impri- 
ſonment. © And for the third, all his Goods and 
Chattets, and to be Impriſoned during Life. 

T5:d. Se&. 14. Not hearing Common Prayer eve- 
ry S1nday Forteits Twelve-Pence, befides Cenſures 
of the Church. 

Stat. 5. El;z. ah 1. To Maintain or. Defend the 
Awthority of the Biſhop or Sze of Rome, incurrs 
a Pemnre. 

$ to Refuſe the Oath of Supremacy ( which e- 
very Member of the Commons Honle is expreſly 
required to take, before he enter the Houle) is alſo 
a Prem:mire + And being once Convict in, either 
 thaje Dates, the ſecond Offence or Refuſal, is 
mile HIGH TREASON. 

' Sear. 5. Fiz. Cap. 23. If a Perſon Profecnted 
in any E:clefi:{tical Court, for any matters of He 
refie, cr refuſing to have his Child Baptized, or 
rot coming to Church, or for any Errors in mat- 
ters of Religion, be Excommynicated, if taken, he 
muſt he in Beifon ; if he cannot be taken on the 
Writ De Excommunricato Capienco, a C :pids and 
Proclamation (hill ifſue ; and i the Party do not 
rencie> himſelt within fix days, he forfeits 101. And 
then anather Capias and Proclamiation, on which 
te fogfeits, 2c/. And o Capias after Capias infinitely, 
and onevery one a forfeiture of 20/. 


Seat. 12, Eliz. Cap. 2. To Reconcile, or be, 


Reconciled to the Church of Rome, or to obtain or 
#+.t. in uſe any Bull from thence, is HIGH 
TREASON. 

"Fo bring into Eng/and or red&ive any Agnus 
De:'s, Crejſes, Pictures, Ec. from the Biſhop of 
Roree, meurrs a Premunire. 

Cp 32. Every Prieft or Miniſter that ſhall not 
openly read, and declare his unfeigned Afﬀent to, 
2d Subſcribe the 39 Articles; or that ſhall main- 
min any Dactrire contrary to the ſaid Articles, 
faa!i-lote his Living. 

Sta®, 23. E!iz. Cap 1. To withdraw any Sub- 
ects from the Eſtabliſht Religion, to the Romiſh 
Religion, or to be withdrawn or Reconciled, is made 
E135H TREASON, and Miſprifion of Treaſon, in 
the Aider or Concealer thereof. | 

Saying, Maſs forfeits 200 Marks, and Impriſon- 
rent for one year, and thence forwards till the 


gy 


209 Marks be paid; and to hear Maſs, 100 Marks, 


2nd a years Impriſonment, 


Every Perſon above 16 years old, that forbears 
coming toChurch one Month, forfeits 20 /, and he- 
ſides ſhall be Hound with ſufficient Sureties in 200 /. 
to be of the Good Behaviour. 

/ Keeping a School-Maſter that does not go to 
Church, forfeits 10/. per Month, and the School- 
Maſter to be Impriſoned a year, and diſabled to 
Teach. 

And notwithftanding the Penalties of this Act, 
the Spiritual Courts may proceed againſt ſuch Offen- 
ders. 

Stat. 27. Eliz. Cap.2.f]. 3. & 4 Every Jeſuite, 
Seminary or other Prieſt, Religious or Ecclefiaſti- 


cal Perſon, Bore within the King's Dominions, and. 


Q:dain'd or Profeſſed without the Realm, or within, 
by any Authority- derived from the See of Rome, 
that ſhall come into, or remain within this Realm, 
or other his Majefties Dominions, ſhall be adjudg- 
ed and ſufferazxa TRATTOR. 

And to Receive, Harbour or Relieve anv ſuch 
Prieſt is FE LON Y, without benefit of the Clergy. 

To fend Relief to any Jeluite, Prieft, Colledge, 
orSeminary, beyond the Seas, Incurrs a Preminzre. 

Stat. 31. El:z. Cap. 6. Aſſurances made by Re-. 
cufants in Truſt ſhall be void, as to the forfeitures 
of 20 /. a month for not coming to Church ; and 
after a man is ofhce Convicted of that Crime, if h- 
do not without any other Conviction, thence for- 
wards (till he Conforms) pay after the rate of 20 /. 
per Month into the Exchequer, all his Goods and 
two parts of his Lands ſhall be ſeized. 

Stat. 35. Eliz. Cap. 4. For preventing ſuchgr 
Inconveniencies and Perils, as might happen a 
grow by the wicked and dangerous Practices of Ses 
ditious Sectaries and Diſloyal Perſors, it-is Enacted; 
That if any Perſons above fixteen years of Age, 
that ſhall forbear-coming to Church for one Month, 
ſhall either move .or perſwade any other Perſon. 


—— 


to abftain from hearing Divine Service, or receiving ' 


the Communion according to Law, or to come to, 
any unlawful Aſſemblies, Conventicles or Meetings ; | 
every ſuch Perſon ſhall be Impriſoncd without Bail * 
until he Conform, and do in ſome Church make ' 


this open Submiſſion following, v:z. 
S. 5. The Form of Submiſſion. 


7. A. B. Do humbly Confeſs and Acknonl:dge, 


that T have grievouſly offended G O D in contemnms 
[ Hs] Majeſties Godly and Lamwful Government and. 
Authority, by abſenting my ſelf from Church, and 
from hearing Divine Service, contrary to the Godly 


Laws and Statures of thy Realm : And in uſing and | 


te (00: Diſordered and Unlawful Conwenticles 
an 


ciſe of Religion. And I am beartily forry for the | 


lame, and do acknowledge and teſtify 3n my Conſei- 


ence, That no other Perſon bath, or ought to have | 
any | 


COOL Ot 


Aſſemblies under pratence and. colour. of Exer= + 
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any Power or Authority over | Hy) Majeſty; And I 
do Promiſe and Proteſt without any Diſpen/ation, or 
any. colour or. means of any D;ſpen/ation, That from 
henceforth I will from time to time Obey and Per- 
form [Hy] Majeſties Laws andStatutes, in repair- 
ing to the Church and Divine Service, and do my 
uttermoſt endeavours to maintain and defend the 
ame. 

p And if the party do- not Conform and make 
this Submiſſion within three Months after Convicti- 
on, then being required by any Juſtice of Peace, 
He or She ſhall in open Court (at the Afſizes or 
Seflions) Abjure the Realm of Eugland, and all o- 
ther the King's Dominions ; and ſo ſhall depart out 
of the Realm within ſuch time as the Court ſhall 
Aflign: And by ſuch Abjuration, ſhall loſe and 
forfeit all Goods and Chattels for ever, and Lands 
and Teneinents during Life. 

Bat if ſuch Party either Refuſe to Forfwear the 
Land, or do at any tine after ſuch Abjuretion, re- 
turn or come into England, or any of His Majeſties 
Dominions, then he ſhill be Hang'd as a Felon, 
without Benefit of Clergy, Oaly no married Wo- 
man, nor any Popiſh Recuſant, is Obliged to Ab- 
jure by this ACt. 


PF Note, That thy was the firſt Statute expreſly 
mad: after the R-formation againſt Diſſenters ; and 
bing by Learned Gentlemen of the Long Robe, 
rhoughe to be Expired for want of a dus Continu- 
onre; th: Cour:b of England, loth to loſe ſuch a 
fretins prece of ats Artillery, took care to procure a 
Statute 16 Car. 2. Cap. 1. whereby the ſame 1 not 
enly declared to be in full force, but purſuant to that 
Exampl-, Tranſportation of Diſſenters is de Novo 
ordained, as yu will find in its proper place. 


Seat. 35. Fliz. Cap.2. Every Recuſant ſhall be 
confin'd within five Miles of his own Dwelling, and 
if he go further, Forfeits all his Goods and Chattels; 
and likewiſe his La1ds and Tenements, for his own 
Life.. And thoſe of ſmal! Abilities not repairing to 
ſuch place as fhall be appointed for them, or de- 
parting thence, ſhall A B 7 U RE the Land, Which 
if they refuſe to do, or come again, then to ſuffer 
DEATH as FEL ONS, without benefit of 
Clergy. 


Seat. 1. Fac. 1. Cap. 44 For any to ſend their 
Child, or any. other under their Tuition or Govern- 
ment, beyond: the Seas to any Colledze to be In- 
tructed in the Pop'ſh Religion, forfeits a 100 /. and 
every Perſon ſo ſent, is diſabled to Inherit or Enjoy 
any Lands, Tenements, or Goods ; or to Claim or. 
Sue for any Debts, &c. uniefs_he Conform. to the 
Church of Englng. 


Keeping or being a School-Maſter in a Recnſants | 
Houſe, or not being duiy Licens'd, both forfeit 40s. 
a piece for every day. 

Seat. 3. Fc. 1, Cap. 4 ARecufſant, tho coming 
to Church, yet if He or She do not once a vear re- 
ceive the Sacrament at Church, forfeits 20 /.,- the firft 
Jear, 40 /. the ſecond year, and &o/. for every year 
after. 

Every Perſon once Convicted of not repairing to 
Divine Service, forfeits thenceforwards 20 /. every 
Month, until He or She Confur,n. But the King 
may refuſe the 261. p:r Month, and inſtead thereof 
take Two Thirds of a'l the Parties Lands, Leaſes, Cc, 

NJ. 13. Any Biſhop in his Diocelſs. or Two Jifti- 
ces, may require any Perſons above Eighteen Years 
old (except Nobles) to take the the Oath follow- 
ing; 

The Oith of O5-dience, commonly called, The. 
Oith of Alegi mce. 


T. A. B. Do truly and ſincerely acknow/edoe, 
profeſs, teſtify and declar: ww my Conſcience before 
God the and World 5 That our Soveraign Lord King. 
James s lawful and rightful King of ths Realm, ard 


of all other Hu Majeſties Dominions and Countries. 


And that the Pope neither of I14mſelf, nor by any Au- 
thority of the Church or See of Rome, or by any oth? 
means with any other, hath any Power or Authort- 
ty to Depoſe the King, or to Ds/poſe any of Hu Ma- 
Jeſties Kingdoms or Dominions, or to authorsſe any 
For-1gn Prince to Invad ir Annoy Him, or Hi: 
Countries : Or to diſcharge any of His Subjets uf 
thetr Allegiance and Obedience to His Majeſty; Or, 
to give Licence or leave to any, of themto bear Arn;s, 
raiſe a Tumuit, or to offer any Violence or Hurt to 
Hu Majeſties Royal Perſon, State, or Government, 
or to any of Hy Majeſties Subje&s within Hi Maje- 
ſties Domi nions. - 

Aijo Ido ſwer from my Heart that notwithſtanding 
any Declaration or Sentence of Excommunic 1tion, 
or Deprivation made or grarted,.or to be- made or 
granted by the Pope or his Succeſſors ; or by any Au» 
thority derived, or pretended to be derived ſrom him 
or hy See, againſt the ſaid Kjng, his. Heirs or Suc- 
ceſjours, or any Abſolution of the ſaid SutjeAs from 
toer Ovedience; T wit bear Faith and True Alegi- 
ance to His Majeſty, His Heirs and Succeſſors, and 
Him and Them will defend to the-uttermoſt of my 
Power, againſt all Conſpiractes and Attempts what= 
ſoever, which fhall be made againſt} Hu or Their 
Perſons, their Crozn. and Dignity, by reaſon or cox 
lour cf any ſuch Sentence or Declaration, ar other» 
wiſe ; and will do my beſt endeavour to diſcloſe ana 
71ike known unto His Majeſty, Hy Heirs and Sucy 
ceſſours, a'l Treaſons and Traiterous Conſpiraces which 
: ſhall know or hear of, co be againſt H,m ar. any of 

hem... 
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And I do further Swear, that IT do from my heart 
Abhor, Deteſt and Abjure, as Improus and Heretical, 
this damnable Do&rine and Poſition, That Princes 
which be Excommunicated or Deprived þy the Pope, 
may be Depoſed or Murdered by their Subjets, or any 
other whatſoever. 

And I believe, and in my Conſcience am reſolved, 
That neither the Pope, nor any other Perſon whatſo- 
ever, hath Porver to abſolve me of thu Oath, or any 
part thereof, which I acknowledge by good and lawful 
Authority,to be lawfully Miniitred unto me ; and do 
Renounce all Pardons and Diſpenſations to the contrary, 

And theſe things T do plamby and ſincerely Acknow- 
ledge and Swear, according to theſe Expreſs Words 
by me ſpoken, and according to the plain and common 

ſence andunderjl a1:ding of the ſame Words, without 
any Equivocation or mental Reſervation whatſoever ; 
And I do make thy Recognition and Acknowledge. 
ment Heartily, Willingly, and Truly, upon the true 
Faith of a Chriſtian; ſo help me God. 

The Puniſhment for refuſing this Oath, is firſt 
to be committed to Goal, till next Afiſes or Sefl1- 
ons; and then, being again tender'd in Conrt, he 
that denies to take it, incurrsr a PREMUNIRE. 

N. 22. To Reconcile any Subject to the Pope, 
or See of Rome, or move any to promiſe obedience 
to any Authority of the Roman See ; Or to be fo 
Reconciled, or ſo promiſe Obedience thereunto, is 
HIGH TREASON in both the parties, and 
their Aiders Maintainers, &c. knowing the ſame. 

N- 27. Twelve Pence every Sunday for not com- 
ing to Church, ſhall be Levied by d:/?reſs on the 
Parties Goods. 

FJ. 33. Every Perſon that ſhall Relieve, Harbour, 
Keep, or ſuffer any Perſon in his or her Houſe, that 
ſhall nor repair ro Church once a Month, fnrfeits 
10 4, per Month ; and if ſach a Perſon be kept as a 
Servant, then the Mafter to forteit 20 /. per Month. 

And the power of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures is ftill 
reſery'd over and above.. 

$t8t. 3. Fac. 1. Cap. 5. No Popiſh Recu- 
fave Convict ſhall come into the Court or Houſe 
where the King or Heir apparent to the Crown, ſhall 
be (without ſpecial Wzirrant) on pain of forfeiting 
100 /. for every Offence. 

N.8. No Recuſant ſhall practice the Law, Com- 
won or Civil, in any Quality ; nor Phyfick, nor be 
an Apothecary, nor be Judge, Clerk, or Steward of 
any Court, nor bear Office or Charge Military, ner 
Command in any Ship, Caſtle, or Fort, but be ut- 
terly difabled, and forfeits 100 /. forevery Offence. 

fN.9. NoPopiſh Recuſant Conviet,nor any having 
a Wife that is a Popiſh Recuſant, ſhall at any time 
exercife any publick Office or Charge in the Com- 
mon-Wealth, but ſhall be utrecly diſabled to exer- 
ciſe the fame by himfelf or his Depury ; except fuch 
Husband himſelf and his Children, which ſhall bea=- 


bore the Age of Nine Years abiding with him, and 
his Servants, once every Month at the leaft, repair 
to ſume Church, and there hear Divine Service : 
And the ſaid Husband, and ſuch his Children and 
Servants as are of meet Age, receive the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, at ſuch times as are limited 
by the Laws of this Realm. 

ff. 10. Every Married Woman being a Popiſh 
Recuſant Convict, that fhall not Conform and hear 


Divine Service, and take the Sacrament within the ; 


ſpace of one whole year next before the Death of 
her Husband, ſhall forfeit two parts of her Joynture, 
and two parts of her Dower ; and alſo is difabled to 
be Executrix or Adminiſtratrix to her ſaid Husband, 
or to have or demand any part or portion of her 
faid late Husbands Goods or Chattels, by any Law, 
Cuftom, or Uſage whatfoever. 

ff. 11. Every Popiſh Recuſant Convicted, ſhall 
ftand and be reputed to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
diſabled as a Perſon lawfully and duly Excommuni- 
cated; And whoever ſhall happen to be Sued by any 
ſuch Perſon, may plead ſuch Convittion, in dilable- 
ment of the Plantiff, 

Jl 13. Perſons Married otherwiſe 
then in ſume Church or Chappel.and Widows muſt 
otherwiſe than according to the Or- ſtarve, rather 
ders of the Church of England, by than the Par 
a Miniſter lawfully Authoriz'd, the on: loſe by Fees. 
Man ſhall be diſabled to be Tenant 
by the Courteſy of England, and the Woman utterly 
Excluded not only to claim any Dov er or Joynture, 
but alſo of her Widows Eſtate znd Frank Bank, in 
any Cuſtomary Lands, or to. have any part of her 
Husbands Eftate whatſoever ; And for thoſe that 
have no Lands, every Man Married otherwiſe than 
by the Church of England, forfeits 100 /. 

JN. 14. A Recuſant not having his or her Child 
Baptized by a lawfal Miniſter, and according to 
the Church of England, within one Month after it 
it Rorn, forfeits 100 /. 

fj- 15. A Recnſant (not Excommnnicated) Bu 
ried ciſewhere than in a Clinrch or Church-Yard, 
or not according to the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this 
Realm, his or her Executors or Adminiftrators, 
or the Party that cauſes him or her to be fo Buried, 
ſhall forfeit 20 /. 

JN. 16. Children of any Subject ſent to be Edu- 
cated beyond Seas, ( without ſpecial Licence ) ſhall 
have no Benefit of any Gzft, Conveyance, Decent 
or D-vice cf any Lands or Goods, till being of 18 
years old they take the Oath of Allegiance, and 


Receive the Sacrament according to the Church of- 


England ; and Perſons that fo ſend their Children, 
forteit for every Child 1ool/.. 

J- 18. Every Recufznt is diſabled to Prefent to 
any Benzfice, with or without Cre, Prebend, or 
any other Eccleſiaſtical Living, or to a 

0- 
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Nominate to any Free-ſchool, Hoſpital or Donative : 
Or to grant any Awordance to any Benefice, Pre- 
bend, or other Ecclefiaſtical Living. | 

fr. 22. Recuſants Convicted, are diſabled to be 
Executors or Adminiſtrators to any Perſons, or to 
be Guardians to any Child. 

N. 25. To bring from beyond the Seas, or Print, 
Sell or Buy any Popiſh Primmers, Lacies P/alters, 
Manuals, Roſaries, Popiſh Catechiſms, Mzſſals, Bre- 
Viaries, Portals, Legends, and Lives of Saints, con- 
faining Suyerſtitious matter, Printed or Written in 
any Language whatſoever, or any other Snperſti- 
tious Books Printed or Written in the Eng/:/Þ 
Tongue, forfeits 4o 5. for every ſuch Book. 

Stat. '7. Facobi, 1. Cap. ' 6. All Perſons above 
Eightcen years old, Women as well az Men, ſhall 
take the Oath of Allegiance | before at large reci- 
ted ] on pain of Impriſonment for the firſt, and 
incurring a Premunire for the ſecond Refuſal, ex« 
cept Married Women, who ſhall be committed on- 
ly to Prifor, there to remain without Bail or 
Main-priſe, till they will take the faid Oath. 

fſ. 27. Every Perſon Refuſing to take the faid 
Oath, ſhall be diſabled to all intents and Purpoſes, 
to execute any publick place of Fudicarure, or bear 
any other Office, or to practice the Common Law, 
Phyfich, Chirurgery, tite Art of an Apothecary, or 
any Liberal Science. 

f]. 28. If any Married Woman Convicted for 
not coming to Church, ſhal) not within Three 
Months after ſuch Conviction, Conform, come to 
Church and Receive the Sacrament, She ſhall be 
Committed to Pri/on, there to remain without Bail 
or Main-priſe, until ſhe do it, unleſs her Husband 
ſhall pay rol. per Month,or the third part of all his 
Lands and Tenements to the King, and fo long,and 
no longer than he ſo pays it,may ſhe be at Liberty. 

Stat. 3. Car. r. C. 2. Any Perſon that has been 
bred, or ſends any Child or other Perſon to be bred 
beyond the Seas, in any Popiſh Univerſity, School, 
Seminary or Family ; or that ſhall Send or Convey, 
by any means whatſoever, any Money or other thing 
towards the maintainance of any Child, or other 
Perſon there ; or under the name or colour of any 
Charity, Benevolence or Alms, towards the Re- 
hef of any Abby, Nunnery, Coiledge, School or 
Religious Houſe whatſoever, ſhall for the ſame be 
diſabled to bring or maintain any Suit at Law, or 
in Equity ; or to be capable of any Legacy or Deed 
of Gift, or to bear any Office ; and beſides, ſhall 
abſolutely loſe and forfeit all his Goods and Chat- 
zels, and all his Lands too, during his own Life. 

Only a Perſon ſo ſent, if within fix Months af- 
ter his return into England, he Conform and Re- 
ceive the Sacrament, may avoid theſe Penaltzes for 
fo long as he continuesin ſuch Conformity. 

State. 13.. Car, 2. Cap. 1. {. 12, No Perfons ſhall. 


) 


for ever hereafter be choſen into any Magifſtracy or 
Office, in any Corporation, that ſhall not within one 
year next before ſuch E:edtion, have received the 
Sacrament, according to the Rites of the Church 
of England, and ſhall likewiſe take the Oaths of 
Supremacy, Allegiance, &c. 

Stat. 13. and 14. Car. 2. Cap. 1. If any Pers 
fon or Perſons, who maintain that the taking of an. 
Oath is altogether anlawful, and contrary to the: 
Word of God, ſhall wilfully refuſe to take an Oath, 
where, by the Laws of the Realm, he or ſhe is 
bound to take the ſame, being duely tendred ; or- 
ſhall endeavour to perſwade any other Perſon, to 
whom any Oath ſhall be lawfully tendred, to re- 
tuſe and forbear takivg the ſame; or ſhall by Prin- 
ting, Writing or otherwiſe, go about to maintain 
and defend, that the taking of an Oath in any caſe 
whatſoever is altogether unlawful ; or- if Five or 
more of the People called Rakers, ſhall at any 
time meet for Religious Worſhep; for every or any 
of theſe Crimes, They ſhall torfeit for the firſt Of- 
fence, what ſhall be Impoſed, not exceeding 51. for: 
the ſecond not exceeding rol. to be leavied by Di-- 
ftrels and Sale ; and for want of ſuch Diſtreſs, or 
Non-payment of the fine within one Week, the- 
party to be ſent to the common Goal or Houſe of 
Corre&tion ; for the firſt Offence, Three Months ;: 
and for the ſecond, $1x Months, there to be kept: 
at hard Labour ;z and for the third Offence, muſt 
Abjure the Realm, or be Tranſpurzed. 

Stat. 13, and 14. Car. 2.C. 3. f]. 18. No Peer 
or other Perſon, ſhall be capable of aCting as Lord: 
Lieutenant of any County, Deputy Lieutenant, Of-- 
ficer or Soldier; unleſs he firſt take the Qaths. of: 
Allegiance and Supremazy, &c. 

Stat. 13, and 14. Car. 2. Cap 4. Every Perfon: 
that ſhall be Preſented, or put into any Eccleſtahi-- 
cal Benefice or Promotion, ſhall in the Church. or-- 
Chappel thereto belonging, within Two Monthsaf-- 
terhe is in aCtual Poſſeſſion thereof, upon ſome- 
Lord's-Day, openly, publickly and folemnly &ead. 
the Morning and Evening Prayers according. to 
the Book of Common-Prayer; and then openly. 
before the Congregation, teſtifie his Approbation: 
thereof, in theſe Words and no other : 


The CLERGYT-TEST. 


T A. B. Do here. Declare my unfeigned” Afſent- 
and Conſent , to ALL and EVERY: THING: 
contained and preſcribed in and by the Book , En-- 
tituled, The Book of mon-Prayer, and Ad-- 
miniftration of the Sacraments, and other Rites: 
and Ceremonies of the Chnrch according to the - 
uſe of the Church of England, Together- 
with the Pſalter or Pſalms of: David 5 poin--. 
ted as they are.to be ſaid or Suog in Chuzches, on 


_ fu . 


is. 4s 


_—_ VE OO " 
by 


*- (6 Yogt 


o 
_—_ 


|. 
| 
| 


(6) 


the form or manner of making, Ordaining, and Con- 
ſecrating of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons. 

For want of making this Declaration, he ſhall 
be abſolutely deprived Ip/o Fafto, of all his Spirt- 
tual Promotions : And others may be put in, as if 
he were dead. 

NN. 5. All Deans, Canons, Prebendaries, Ma- 
ſters, Heads, Proteflors, Readers, Fellows, Chaplains 
and Tutors in ary Colledge, Honſe of Learning or 
Hoſpital; And every Parton, Vicar, Curate, Le- 
Ctvrer, and every other Perſon in Holy Orders, and 
every Schoolmaſter cr Teacher «f Youth in any 
private Family, mult at his Admiſſion ſubſcribe this 
Declaration ; 


Another T2E31 for all Clergy: 
Mez and. Scholars. 


I A.B. Do Declare, That it is not lawful upon 
any Pretence whatſoever, to take Arms againſt the 
King ; and that T do abhor that Traiterous Pofi- 
tzon, of raking Arms by his Authority againſt Hi 
Perſon, or again#t thoſe that are Commuſſionated by 
Him; AND THAT I WILL CONFORM 
TO THE LITURGY OF THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND, AS IT IS NOW BY LAW 
ESTABLISHED. 


Every one failing or refuſing ſo to Subſcribe, 
forfeits his Living, Place or Office: And a School- 
mafter acting without it and a Licenſe, ſha)l for the 
firſt Offence iufter Three Months Imprifonment, 
and for every ſabſequent Okence, the ſame 5 ard 
alſo forfeit 5/7. to the King. 

f. 14. None ſhall be capable of any Parſonage, 
Vicarage, Benefice or other Eccleſiaſtical Promo- 
tion, nor pre.ume to conſecrate the Sacrament, that 
has not Epiſcopal Ordination according to the form 
preſcribed in the Book for that purpoſe, unleſs he 
have formerly been made Prieſt by Epiſcopal Or- 
dination. upon pain of forfeiting 100 /. and not to 
'be adwite.. .»*5 the Order of Prieſt tor one whole 
year following. | 


XF* It may perhaps not be improper \here to inſert, 
{though onutted in our firſt Edition) ſome Clauſes 
of the AGF about Printing 3 ſince the ſame does at 
leaſt Indire;y concern Religion, and many have been 
ſeverely punifht thereupon for Books an1 Papers meerly 
Religious, and no way affeting the Civil State. 


| Seat. 14. Car. 2. Cap. 33. /f. 2. None in England, 
or any other of His Majeftty's Dominions, ſhall pre- 
ſume to Print any Books or. Pampilets, wherein 
any Doctrine or Opinion ſhall be aſſerted 
or maintained, which is contrary to the CR HI- 
STIAN FAITH ;or tte DOCTRINE 
or DISCIPLINE E of the Chnrchof England, 


© Cx API arp nes none et do ene need 


 — 


or which may tend to the Scandal of the Church, of 
the Goyernment or Governours, of the Church, ©: 
ff. 3. No books of Divinity, Phyſic, Philoſophy, 
or whatſoever other Art or Science, ſhall be Print- 
ed or R-- printed without being Licens'd by either 
the Arch-Bifſhop of Cmterbury, or Biſhop of Lon- 
don, or one of their Appointments. And the Li- 
cenſer muſt Teftify: under his Hand (which muſt be 
Printed with the Book ) That there is not any thing 
in the ſame contained that is contrary to the Chr:- 
frtian Faith ; or the DOCTRINE or DISCI- 
PLINE of tre CHUHCH OF. ENGLAND. 


]. 16. All Perſons Offending, ſhall fcr the firſt 


Offence, be diſenabled from Exercifing their Re/pe- 
five Trades for three Years. .; And for the ſecond, 
ſhall for ever thence after be diſabled to Uſe or Ex- 
erciſe Printinz or Founding. And ſhall alſo have 
and receive ſuch further Puniſhment by Fine, Im- 
priſonment, or other Corporal Puniſhment, not ex- 
tending to Life or L:1m1b, as the Court ſhall Adjudge, 


Veſtry: men's TESTS. 


Stat. 1 5. Car. 2. Cap. 5. Every Veftry- Man muſt 
make the like Declaration, not only, Thae it 6 
not lawful on any pretence, to take Arms againſt 
the King, and that he abhors that Traiterous P«ſi- 
tion, of taking Arms by hu Authority againſt ky 
Perſon, or thoſe Commiſſionated by him : but alſo, 
That he mill Conform to the Liturgy of the Church 
of England, «as it 5 now by Law eſtabliſh. 

Stat. 16. Car. 2.Cap.4.ſ]. 1. The Act of the 35 
of Elitzaberh before recited, is declared to be til} in 
force, and that it ought to be put in due Execution. 

Jl. 3- Any Perſon above fixteen years old, pre- 
ſent at any Meeting, under pretence of Exerciſe of 
Religion,- in other manner then is allow'd by the 
Liturgy or PraCtice of the Church of Eng/and, where 
there ſhall be preſent five Perſcns or more, above 
thoſe of the Houſhold, upon proof thereof made, 
either by Confeſſion of the Party, or Oath of Wit- 
neſs, or Notorious Evidence of the Fact, the Of- 
fence ſhall be Recorded under the Hands of two Jn- 
ſticezy, or the Chief Magiſtrate of the place, which 
ſhall be a perfe& Convition; who thereupon may 
ſena ſuch Perſon to Goal, or the Houſe of Cor- 
refion, for any time not exceeding three Months, 
unleſs he or ſhe pay down fo mucl: money, not ex- 
ceeding 5 /. as the faid Juſtice or chief Magiſtrate 
ſhall impoſe, | 

For the ſecond Offence, Impriſonment, not ex- 
ceeding fix Months ; unleſs money paid, not ex- 
ceecling 10/7. | 

J 5. For thethird Offence, to be ſent to the Goal, 
or Houſe of Correfion, there to remain urtil the 
next Sefſions or Afſiſes, and then to be Indicted, 
and being thereupon found Guilty, the Court ſhall 
enter Fudgmecnt of Tranſportation againſt ſuch Of. 

fenders, 
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fenders, to ſome of the Forreign Mantations (Virgi- 
1a and New-England only excepted) there to re- 
main ſeven Years, and Warrants are to iflue to ſe- 
queſter the profits of their Lands, or to diftrain and 
ſell their Goods to defray the Charges of their Tranf- 
portation ; and fer want of ſuch charges being paid, 
the Sheriff may contract with any Maſter of a Ship, 
or Merchant, to Tranſport them ; and then ſuch 
Priſoner muſt be a Servant to the Tranfporter or 
his Aſſigns (that is, whoever he will fell þ:»# or her 
to for five years, )—— But upon paying down a 1oo/. 
the Tranſportation may be diſcharged. 
If any under ſuch Judgment of Tranſportation, 
ſhall eſcape, or being Tra»/ported, return into any 
art of England, they muſt (uffer DEAT H as 
5 E LON $S without benefit of Clergy. 
Only a Married Woman ſhall not be Tran/ported, 


- unleſs her Husband be at the ſame time under the 


like Judgment; for otherwiſe ſhe ſhall be ſent to the 
Common Goal, or Houſe of Correftion, for ſuch 
time, not exceeding Twelve Months, as the Court 
ſhall think fit 3 unleſs her Husband pay down ſo 
much Money, not exceeding 40. as they ſhall re- 
uire. | 

; To refuſe to take an Oath, when ſerv'd with 
proceſs, as a Witneſs or Jury-man, &c. Or being pre- 
jent in Court, to refuſe to take any Judicial Oath 
legally tendred, incurs the like Penalty of Tranſpor- 
tation as aforeſaid, : 

Stat. 17. Car. 2 Cap.2. All Perſons in Holy 
O.d-rs, or pretended Holy Orders, who have not 
declared their A//ent-and Conſent to the Common- 
Prayer-Book, according to the Act for Uniformity z 
and ſhall not likewiſe take and ſabſcribe the fol- 
lowing Oath, viz. 


The TES Texcluding Nonconforming 
Miniſters from Corporations. 


7. A. B. Do Swear that it vx net Lairful pms 
any Pretence whatſoever, to take Arms agarnit the 
King : And that T do abhor that Traitercus Poſition, 
of taking Arms by by Authority againſt hu Perſon, 
or againſt thoſe that are Commiſſionated by him, in 
purſuance of ſwch Comm: ſions: And that 1 will 
not at any time endeavour any alteratien of Govern- 
ment either in Church or State. | 


Together with all ſach as ſhall take upon them 
to Preachin any Conventicle or Meeting, for Exer- 
ciſe of Religion contrary to Law, ſhall not (unleſs 
only in pafſing the Road) come, or be within fve 
Miles of any City, Town Corporate, or Burrough, 
that ſends Burgefles to Parliament, nor within. five 
Miles of any Town or place where they have Offici- 
ate or taken upon them to Preach ; upon pain 
of forfeiting 40 /. for every ſuch Offence. 

Nor ſhall any Perſon lo reſtrained, or who ſhall 


not take the ſaid Cath, and frequent Divine Ser« 
vice, Teach any Schosl, or take any Boarders or 
Tablers that are Taught by any other, on pain like- 
wiſe of forfeiting 4o/. Ard two Juſtices upon Oath 
made of any Offence againſt this AC, ſhall com- 
mit tke Offender for Six Months without Bas/ or 
Main-priſe. 

S2at. 22. Car. 2. Cap. 1. One Juftice or chi& 
Magiftrate ſhall on Oath of two Witnefles, make a 
Record of a Conventicle,where any five Perſonsabove 
fixteen Years of Age ( beſides them of the ſame 
Houſehold) ſhall be Aſſembled for exerciſe of Re- 
ligion, in any other manner than according to the 
Liturgy of the Church of England; which Record 
ſhall be a Conviction, and thereupon a Fine of 52. 
ſhall be Impoſed upon every Offender, which muft 
be certified to the next Quarter Seffions : And for 
the ſecond, and every other Offence, 10s a peice; 
which in caſe of Poverty, may be leavyed on any 
other Perſons Goods preſent at the ſame Conventicle. 

The Preacher forteits for the firſt Offence 20l. 
And 4of afterwards, which may be leavyed on 
any of the Hearers. 

He or She that ſuffers a Meeting to bein his or 
her Houſe, Barn, or Yard, forfeits 20/. which may be 
lizewlſe leavyed on the Goods of any preſent. 

Provided that no Perſon - 
pay above ol. (*) forany (#) To exceedthis, 
one Meeting, in regard of the in many places Furies 
Poverty of any other Perſon were direfed to find 
or Perſons. Reaceable Rel:giow 

Forfeitures incuri'd by Meetings to be Riots, 
Marrzed Women, ſhall bs and then the Coure 
_ on their Husbands cou/4 Ewe at pleaſure. 

0077s 

N»!e, There is aclavſe in this Statute, which "tis 
£oncuv'd does fully Aﬀert, and Reſerve his Maje- 
{tv's Right of & ſpeniinz with the Execution 
tacreot, 2nd conf-.quently with other like Coerce:ve 
Lnms concerning M.:tters of 1\eligion, - by vertue of 
his Eccicfis/tical Supremacy; ia theſe Wordsmm— 
Prow:iira that neither this AG, or any thing there- 
7 09 4in4, fhat extend to Invalidate, or avoid 
His Majeſty's Supremacy in Eccleſi:ſtical Afﬀairs ;; 
But tha His Majeſty and his Heirs andSuzceſſors may 


trom t13:ic 10 time, and at all times bereafter, exer- 


ci; 71:d enjoy ail Power and Autboraty in Ecclefiaſti- 

cal Aitairs, as frlly and as amply as Flimſeif or ay 

of bis Predeceſſors baveor might have done the ſame ; 
. "76 / * i £ 

any thing in this A notwithſtanding. HIS DIO 


Stat 25, Car, 2. Cap.2, All Perſons (a5 well 
Peers as Commoners) that ſhall be admitted, Entred& 
Placed or taken info auy Office, Civil or Military, 
or {hall receive any Pay, Salary, Fee or Wages, by 
reaſon of any Patent or Grant from his Majeſty, or 
that ſhall have Canmand or place of Truſt, in E:g- 

B | IT, 


gland, Wiles, Berwick, the Iſles of Jerſey or 
Guernſey ; or admitted to any Service or Employ- 
ment in h's Majeſty's Hcuſcho!d, ſhall in the next 
Term or next Seiltcns, after ſuch Admittance, 
publickly in open Court take the feveral O.ths of 
Supremacy and Alegeance before-iecited 5 and at 
the ſaine time preduce a Certifhcate of his having 


received te Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, «c- 


o:d'vg to the Utage of the Church of Ergiand, 
w:tain three Months, in fone publick Church, un- 
der the hoards of the Miniſter ar.d Church- War- 
ders, and make proof thercof by two Cicdibie 


Wimnefles at leaſt, vpon Oath ; and likewiſe ſha!l 


then make aod fublcribe this Declaration follow- 


1236 - 
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The General- TEST for all in. 
COMMAND, OFFICE, 
ww 7178VSI 


T A. B. Do declare, That I do B-lieve, that there 
#5 not ary Tranſubſtantiation in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, or im the Elements of Bread an4 
Wine, «#7 after the Con/ecration thereof, by any 
Perſon whatſoever. ; 


Every one that ſhall refu'e or negle& to t:ke the 
kid O.the, or to receive the S:zcram: nt, or to make 
the ſaid Dec{aration, and yet ſhall afterwards exe- 
cute any of the ſaid Offices or Imp'oyments, ſhall 
fron thencefoth be diſabled; fiift, To ſue or uſe 
avy Action, Bll, Plaint or Information in Courts 
of Law, or to proſecute any Suit in any Court of 
Equity. Secondly, To be Guardian cf any Child, 
or Executor or Adminiſtrator of any perſon. Third- 
ly, Or to be capable of any Legacy or D-ed of Gift. 
Fourth'y, To bezr any Office. Fifthly, Shall more- 
over Forfeit 5007. 

If any not bred up from their Infancy in_ the 
Poprſn Relig.on, and profciliong themſelves to be 
Poprſh R-cuſants, ſhall breed vp, inſtruct, or ſuffer 
his Children to be Inftructed and Educated in the 
P:priſh Religion ; ſuch Parents ſhall thenceforth be 
diſabled to bear any Office, or Piace of Truſt or 
Profit in Church or State : And all ſuch Children 
fo Educated, are alſo utterly diſabled of bearing any 
ſuch Off. ce or P/ace, till reconciled to the Church of 
Englandthey take the Oaths of Sup: emacy and Allc- 
giance, and the S:cram:nt according to Law, ob- 
taining a Certificate from two.Juſtices thereof ; ard 
likewiſe ſhall m. ke ai.d fign tne ſaid Declaration 
or Teſt, : 

Stat. 30. Car. 2. f]. ATap. r. For preventing the 
Increaie and Danger of Pope: y, and for the Safety 
of His Majeſty's Reyal Perſon and Government, It 


po = 


is Enacted, That none that is or ſhall be a Peer of 


the Realm, or Member-of the Houſe of Peers, ſhall 
Vote, or inake his Proxy in the Houle of Pecrs, or 


fit there during any Debete : Ner any that is or ſhall. 


be a Member of the Heuſe of Ccmmons, ſhall vote 


or fit (during any debate) in that Hcuſe, after. 


their Speaker is choſen, until - they. reſpectively at 
the Tabley in a full Houſe, have taken the Oaths 
of Supremacy. ard Aegian:e, and mace, Subſcr:- 
bed, and audib!y repeated this Decleraticn. follow- 
ig. 
The Parliamentary TEST. 

I A. B.-Do ſolemnly in the preſence of God, Pro- 
fe[s, Teſtify and Declare, That I do believe that in 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, there 1s not 


any Tranſubſtantion of the Elem:nts of Bread an1, 


Wine, into the Body and Biuod of Chritt, at or after 
the Conſecration thereof, by any Perſon whatſoever. 
And that the Invocation or Adoration of the Vii - 

in Mary, or. any other Saint, and the Sacrifice of 
of the Maſs, as they are now uſed in the Chu ch of 
Rome, are Superſtitious and ldolatrous. and I do 
ſolemuly in the Preſence of God, profeſs, teſtify and 
declare, That T a9 mak? this Declaration, and e- 
very part thereof , in the plain and ordinary ſence 
of the Words read unto m:, as they are commonly un 
der/tood by Engliſh Proceſtare. y without any Eva= 


ſion, Equivecation, or Mental Reſervation what= | 


ſoever'; and without any Di/penlation already gran-. 
ted me for thy purpoſe by the Pope, or any other 
Authority or P.rſon whatſuev:r 3 Or without any 
hove of any ſich Diſper;ſarion from any Per- 


ſen .or Autho:t'y whatſoever, or witlout think- 


ing that I am, or can ve Acquitt?d before God or 
M.n, or abſolved of this Declaration, or any part 
thereof, although the Pope, or any other Perſon or 
Perſons, or Power whatſoever ſhould diſpenſe with, 
or Annul the ſame, or declare that it was Null an] 


Void from the B-ginning. 


Every Peer of this Realm, 2nd Member of the 
Houle of Peers, and every Pecr of Sco:rland or 
Tre'ard, (of 21 years of Age or upwards, and 
every Meinber of the Houſe of Commons that 
ſhall not have taken the ſaid Oath and Teſt, and 
every Recufant Convict, who ſhall come into the 
King or Queens Pi« ſence, or where they reftide ; 
ſhall 1. Be adjudged a Popiſh Recufant Convict, 
to all intents, and forfeit and ii flzr as ſuch : And 
2. Shall be Diſabled to hold or Execute any Office 
or Place of Profit or Truſt, Civil or Military ; Or 
3ly. To Sit or Vote in either Houſe of Parliament, 
and their Places in the Commons Houſe to be ſup- 
plyed by Writs, to be Ifſued by Warrants from the 
Speaker for new EleCtions. 4ly. Are diſabled to 
maintain any Action or Suit at Law, or in Equi- 
'J.5 
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ty ; Or 5ly, To be Guardian fo any Child, or Ex- 
ecutor cr Adminiſtrator of any Perſon ; or capable 
of any Legacy or Deed of Gift : And beſides, ſhall 
forfeit for every Offence againft this ACt, the Sum 
of 500 /. 


And either Honſe may order or cauſe all or ary 
of its Members, openly to take the ſaid Oarhs, and 
ſubſcribe the ſaid Dzc/aration at ſuch times, and in 
ſuch manner as they tiiok fit. 


 Hivingthus given an Impartial Abridgment of the 


Penal Laws about Religion, I ſhall now 


( indiſcharge of 


my Promiſe in the Introduction) proceed to dffer ſome 
brief Obſervations thereupon. 


Py Fu N 


Heſe, my honeſt Countrey-men ! are thoſe 
'T LAWS, theſe the /o much celebrated 
TESTS, and theſe the reſpective PEN A L- 
TIES attendant thereon; which the King is 
graciouſly pleaſed to Di/penſe wr. at preſent, and 
deſirous to have (in a Lega/ manner) Abrogated 
for ever 3 That it may not at any time hereafter, 
lie in the Power of an angry Prieſt, or a peeviſh 
Friſtice, or a maliciows Nerphbour, or a bepgarly 
Informer, to Jail your Perſons, or Ravage your 
Goods, meerly for not thinking as they would have 
you; or for not playing the Hypocrs:es, both to 
Go. and the World, by enforc'd Compliances, that 
3ou have always avow'd your Conſciences con:d not 
admit of. 


Talia recitaſſe eſt Confutaſſe. 
The bare Repetition of ſuch Unreaſonable Atts 


' ſhould { one would think) be Reaſon enough to 


perſwade a Repeal of tkem ; efpecially to Prote- 
ſtant Difſenters 3 who as they are moſt concern'd, 
as having fo much already Smarced by them, muſt 
be Intoxicated beyond the Reclaim of Helevore , 
If by any /itele drts, wild Fealouſies, incertain Hopes, 
or ill Surmiſes; They (in oppoſition to God's 
wonderful Providence, their Princes unexpected 
Favour, and all the Obligations both of Gratitude 
and Intere#t ) fhall ſuffer themſelves ſo far to be 
Inveigled, as not to Exert their moſt Srrenuous 
Endeavours towards flinging away thoſe Rods, that 
have but the other day ſo ſeverely Laſh'd them ; 
and which (if continued ) they may juſtly appre- 
hend, will hereafter prove Scorpions, both to them- 


7 felves and their Poſterity. 


Pbſervations. 


But fince there are Ey:s (o weak, as carnot 
without the Aid of SPECTACLES read the 
moſt perſpicuous PRESENT Truths, tmuch 
leſs penefrate into Furureres, eſpecially when fo 
many MIST'S are induſtriouſly rais'd bv a'grand 
Party of /e/f-zntereſted People, to BECLOUD 
and miſlead them ; I thought it might not be »n- 
feaſonable to add a few NOTES ; which, per- 
haps, may ſomewhat condu-e to the better urder- 


ſtanding of the whole matter. 


I. It cannot be denied but theſe C:2rcive Sen- 
tutes about RELIGION, are formidable for 
their verv Bulk, no leſs than THREE or FOUR 
and TWENTY im Number, each confitting of 
varicty of Clau'es and Penalties. Now 'tis a Rul'd 
Cafe; In peſſims Republics plurime Lopes 5; That 
an Over-grown Mul:stude of Laws, a Srmprtome 
of a great Depravation of manners; That Body 
Poli:zckh being but in a Crafie Cengition, which 
has need of ſuch frequent Phyſich. Ner can any 
Church much recommend it ſelf, by urging the 
Need it has of ſuch Supporters. 

But, as after foie Speculative Wits had Diſ-array'd 
the Simplicity of the Chriftian Religzon with nice 
Di5tinfions, and ſubtile Deft1:1:#:ns;, and artificial 
Syſtems of their own contrivance, it was faid by 
way of Complaint or Satyr Ingeniofa res eft, 
Chriſtianum eſſe ; 'Tu now become 4a buſineſs of 
IP:it to be @ Chriſtian, So a Man had NOW 
need be a good Layer before he can be a good 


Subjef ; at leaſt, before he can walk /afely, with- 

out being caught by ſome of ' theſe many Tenter- 

Hooks ſtuck up in = way : For whilſt he inno- 
2 


— —__ 


. cently intends nothing, but Truly and Heartily to 

ferve his God and his Kzng, he may unawares, by 
fome of theſe Statutes, be trausform'd into a Tras- 
tor, or a Sedittow Villain, and forfeit his Life or 
Eſtate, without having done any thing but what e- 
very Honeſt Chriſtian holds himſelf Obliged unto, 
en ſuch like occaſions, 


II. Not only the Number, but the SEVERITY 
of theſe Lats, is very Conſiderable : How of en 
do we meet witi New-minted Treaſons, and Un- 
accountable Felonzes in 'em 2 Here's Hanging, 
Drawing and Qartering 3; Here's Bride-welling, 
Baniſhing and Selting of People to Slavery ; Here's 
"Forfeiting of Lands, Goods, Common Right, and 
all the natural Privileges of Free-born Engliſhmen; 
People Convicted in an Arbitrary way, without 
Trial by their Peers ; One man puniſh'd for the 
ACt of another : The poor diſtreſſed FF7dow, and 
the helpleſs Orphan, not eſcaping their fury. And 
for what all this 2 Not for any D:/loyalty, Confpi- 
racy, or Diſturbing the publick Peace : Not for 
#njuring any of our Neighbours o. Felow Sub- 
zects : For nothing Criminal by any Law, Moral 
or Divzne; but only for Worſhiping our Almigh- 
ty Creator, according to our Light, in the beſt 
manner we can (after a ſerious Enquiry ) appre- 
hend to be acceptable unto Him. Or for not joyn- 
ing in certain Rituals and Ceremontzes, which the 
Impoſers themſelves confeſs to be I:diFferent, and 
the Di/ſenters conceive to be either Sinful or V;;- 
warrantab'e, Tn a Word, We muſt (if we would 
bave theſe Laws conrtinurd ) be Deftroy'd or Ru- 
In'd in Th.s World, meerly becauſe we are not wil- 
Hng to be Damrn'd in the Next. Is it not there- 
fore matter of Adiniration, That Egh/hmen, to 
whom good Nature has been eſteemed fo peculiar, 
that ſo:ne have obſerved no other People have a 
proper word of their on, whercby to expreſs it; 
That Chriſtians whoſe Badge is Love; and efpeci- 
ally that Proteſtants, who profeſs the moſt Mode- 
xate Principles, and have always complain'd of Per- 
fecution as one of the Marks of Anrichriſt, ſhould 
yet advance ſuch an Heap of Sanguinary Ruina- 
ting Laws? Or if various Provocations, Exigencies 
and Reaſons of State, might excuſe the making of 
them at firſt; yet who can without Afoniſhmentr 
think, That there ſhould any /ober Mex be found 
amongſt us, to tickle for their Continuance, at a 
Juncture when God and the Kzng, the publick In- 
tereſt of the Nation, and that of every particular 
Party therein (rightly underſtood) All joyn 
Suffrages for their Repeal? 


HI. What's THE END of theſe nume- 
yous harſh Laws touching Religion 2 That which 


they pretend to, is the Safety of the Kzng, the Pub- 


(63 


lick Peace and Uniformity : But the. rea! Intert 
was, to make a Pare of the People, that call them- 
ſelves the Church of England, Lords of the Whole - 
who thereby ſecure to themſelves, firſt all the good 
Livings; and next, would afford zo Living at alt, 
to any that differ from them; Dnter-rmiſting their 
own Intereſt with that of the Crown ; though it be 
but like py, which clings about the Ok only to 
ſupport zes ſef, and at the ſame time ſucks away 
the SAP from the Tree, and makes it Languiſh 
by Embraces. Tims, No Biſhop, no King, Was 
ſtrain'd much further than the Original Intent of 
that Apophthegme : Whoſcever would not comply 
with thezr Dittates, was a Rebe/: In their Oaths 
and Teſts, they would be ſure to hedge in ſomes» 
thing or other for their own Intereſt. 77, ſhall 
not endeavour any Alteration in CHURCH cr 
State. 

out the PAPIST ] But you muſt a/jo (if you 
will have any Employment) bring a Certificate 
of your Receiving the SACRAMENT with 
the Church of England. ( This debars the honeſt 


Conſcientious Proteſtant DISSENTER] $0 


the Church-man engrofſes all: And can we blame 
him for being Kind to himſelf 2 Or expect he 
ſhould not repreſent under i/ Chara&ers, what- 


ſoever tends to deprive himſelf of ſuch Advan- 
tages * 


IV. But 'tis nct fo much the Number, the R:- 
gor, nor the ill End of theſe Lars, that urpes their 
Repeal, as their intrinfick Tnjuftice, and Repug- 
_ to the Law Divine, and Natural Equity. 

or, 

1. Since the Word of God is acknowledged to 
be the ſole Ru/e of Faith, and no Humane Autho- 
rity fo highly Empowei'd, as to bind up. ovr Aﬀents 
to whatſoever Interpretation it ſhall pleaſe to pro- 
poſe: It clearly follows, That 23 all the Children 
of God, have equal Intereſt in the Teftam-ne of 
their Father, ſo no one amongſt them, has any 
right to Impoſe a Force upon the Judgment of his 
Brother. 

2, .If we reflect upon the Difficulties we muſt 
encounter in the way to Truth, and withal conſider 
the ſhortneſs of our /izlr ( for here we ſoe but 3m 
port 53 Veluti per Speculum in Aimpgmate, as in 
a Glaſs dirkly,} there will be fourd more reaſon 
to endeavor the mutual Aſſiſtance and Srpporr, 
than the malicious Rune and Deſtrudtion of one a- 
nother. However, ſince all have neither equal 
depth of Natural Judgment, nor the fame meaſure 
of Supernatural 1/umnation. ( For, the Spirit blows 
eth where and how at liſteth, ) We ought nut to 
attempt fo high a Preiumption, as to Deſpiſe or 
Perſecute our Brother for his innocent and blame- 


le's Miftzkes, left we be found to fight againſt God, 
vho 


You muſt take ſuch a Te# | that ſhnts*® 
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who is the free Diſpoſer of his Gifts. We 'know, 
the way of Man is not in himſelf, Jer. x. 23. But 
by ſteps are Ruled by the Lord, Prov. xx. 24. There- 
fore did we bear a due refpect to our Maker, we 
ſhould be content to await hz good Pleaſure, who 
has engag'd himſelf by his Apoſtle, Phzl:p. iii. 15. 
If any Man be otherwiſe mn;ded, God ſhall in time 
Reveal even this unto lim. Let us therefore en- 
tertain ſuch an oe, who proceeds in the Simplicity 
of bis Heart, with Mz/k, till he became able to 
digeſt #rong Meat. 

3- Force is Purmſhwment, and conſequently not 
Fuſt, unleſs the Offence be voluntary; but he that 
believes according to the Evidence of tis own Rea- 
ſon, is neceſſitatec! to that belief 5 and to compel 
him againſt it, were to drive hini to Renounce the 
mok eſſential part of Man, his R-a/on. Why ſhould 
we be commanded zo ery the Spirits, 1 John iv. 1. 
To prove all things, 1 Thefl. v. 21. If there be not 
a faculty in the Soul to 7udge for her ſelf 2 Why 
are we enjzyn'd, To hold faſt chat which we find 
beſt, if after our ſerious and deliberate E/e&ion, we 
ſhall] be whipp'd out of our Conſcience by Penal- 
ties ? To Believe what appears untrue, ſeems 1im- 
poſſible : To profeſs what we believe untrue, I am 
ſure is damnable. Ani as 'tis certain, whoerer 
ſwerves from the dictate of his Conticience, co:1- 
mits a grievous ©, Rom. xiv. -So I conceive, they 
that endeavour by Force, or the Attifice of Penal 
Laws, Telt-, Ec. to draw any Man tc Profels or 
AQ cont: ary to what his Soul belicres, are as guil- 
ty of the ſame Crime. When yo: Wound the 
weak Conſciences of your Brethren, yo:1 Stn againſt 
Chr;ſt, 1 Cor. viii. 12. How dangc<ronſly then de 
they expoſe themſelves to the j1ft Indignation of 
God, who by Oaths, Forfeitures, £5c. both drive 
others, and fall themſelves on the Brink of Eter- 
nal Perdition 2 How deſperately do they endeavor 
to extinguiſh the Light of Nature, which indi- 
ſpenſably Obliges all Men to deal with others as 
they would be dealt with themſelves 2 A Light pla- 
ced in Clear and Candid Souls, to Shine and Guide 
them ; but in Black Ones, to Condemn and Burn 
them. Now who would willingly be Jayl'd, or 
Ruin'd, or ſhut out of the Government, meerly 
for his Opinion ? And if he would not be ſerved 
ſo, with what Face does he require that others 
ſhonld ? 

4. Theſe Laws are contrary to the Nature, and 
general Tendercy of the Chriſ?zan Religion,> and 
oppoſite to inany plain Texts. As, 2 Tm. ii. 24, 
The Servant uf the Lora muſt not Strive, but be 
Gentle unto all nn; apt to teach, forbearing, in 
meelneſs inftrutting thoſe that are contrary mind-= 
ed, if God peralventure will give them Repentance 
zo the Acknowled-ing of the Truth. James iv. 12. 


| There is one Lawgiver 10 18 able to Save, and to 
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Deſtroy ; who art thou that Judgeſt another * Or, 
as 'tis to the ſame purport expreſs'd, Rom. xiv. 4. 
Who art thou that judgeſt anothers Servant ? To 
his own Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth ; yea, he ſhall 
be holden up, for God # able to make him Stand. 
—Let every Man be fully perſwaded in his own 
Mind. Haſt thou Fauth? Have it to thy [elf bes 
fore God: Happy is he thats condzmneth not him- 
ſelf tm that which he allows : That is, whoſe Con- 
ſcience inwardly accuſeth not his outward Profeflion. 
So 1 Cor. viii 12. If any Brother hath a Wife that 
believeth not, and She be pleaſed to dwell with him, 
let him not put her away: An41 the Woman: that 
hath an Husband that believeth not, and he be plea= 
fed to divell with her, let her not leave him 5 bue 
if the unbelieving depart, let him depart : A Bro= 
ther or a Sifter is not in Bondave in ſich Caſes, but 
God hath called us to peace ; for what 4noweſt thou, 
O Wife! Whether thou ſhalt Save thy Husband ? 
find what knoweſt thou, O ?Aan!' Whether thou 
ſhalt Save thy Wife ? As (God hath diſtributed to 
every man, ſo let him walk. What could be more 
efficaciouſly ſaid to oblige Chriſtians in Charity and 
Mecknefs. to forbear one another, than ſo expreſs 
ar: TnjunStion of fo great an Apoſtle to live peace- 
al:\» even with an Infidel? And again, 2 Cor. 1. 
24. he denies that even the Apoſtles themſelves 
have Soveraignty over the Conſcience, but only 
Co:niniffions to affiſt the Conſcientious —— Nee 
that we have Dominion over your Faith, but are 
helpers of vour Foy: Therein exactly obſerving the 
Orders which Chrift gave to his Apoſtles, Go and 
Teach; not force by temporal Penalties, or Exter- 
nal Violence 3 And if any rece:ve you not, ſhake off 
the Duſl sf your feet, Matth. x. 14. not. trample 
on them as Duſt under your Feet. Conſonant to 
which, our Saviour elſe-where inſtructs his Diſci- 
ples, Matt. xxiii. 9. Be net called Rabbi, (that is, 
Matters in Spiritual matters ) for one is you Maſter, 
even Chriſt, and all ye are Brethren, To this be- 
longs the patient forbearing the Tares, and letting 
them grow together with the Wheat, tiil the time 
of Harveſt. As alſo that adinirable Preſident Gf 
Mildneſs towards the S.:maritans, who refuſed to 
receive even Clift himſelf, whkzreupon the Diſci- 
ples Fames and 7052, wou'd immediately have come 
manded Fire from Heaven to eonfume them, as in 
the days of Elas ;: But our merciful Lord redo- 
ked their uncharitah'e Z221, with this ſweet and 
tepder Reply, ——=Tou know not what manner ef 
Spir-t you are of, the Sou of man 1s not come to 
deſtroy men's Lives, but to- jave them 3 Luke is, 


54» | 
"ky theſe and inany other evident Serzprures, I 
conceive it ſufficiently appears, that Perſecutzon 
for Conſ{cicace is an unwarrantable Tyranny over 
the jalt Ptviledges and Liberty of a Qiziſtian 3. 
Whois 
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whoſe Religi-1n, 25 it Wasnot at firſt Advanc'd jn the 
World by any Merhods of Humane Force or- V:0- 
lence, fo ceither doth it reed any fach Props to Sup- 
port or Preſeive it. And fince in our Law-Books 
we frequently meet with tuch Maxims as theſe- 
That even ow AG of Pariicement which 1s agairſt 
rhe Law of G14 or Reaſon, 15 vord. That if a 
Sratute be defafto made conrrary to a Fundamens 
tal Right either of the Crown or the Subg2#, or of- 
fite to Natura! Fquity, it is Null: It muſt fol.ow, 
That fo many of taeſe Laws as are ſo qualified, are 
Either already of no force, but Nullites, ab Initio; 
or at 1-aſt, That 'tis the Duty as well as Intereſt of 
every Chiiftian Man to with for, and endeavour, 
in a Regular Courſe, their Repeal). 

Ana therefore i cannot doubt,but when the particu- 
lar Perſons, of whoin the great Body of this wife and 
generous Nation is Compos'd, ſhall have confidered 
(fomewhat more calmly znd deliberately than their 
own Paſſions, or the talſe Lights held forth hefore 
taem by ſome (elf-intercſted People, have hitherto 
permicted them to do) How much every Law of 
tnis Nature is againſt the Tenour of the Goſpel, 
and the very Principles of that Sacred Religion which 
they all profeſs to own; How unjuſt and cruel, in 
Puniſhing Perſons for not Acting againſt the DiCtates 
of their Conſciences : How deſtructive to the Trade 
and well-being of the Nation, by Opprefiing, Diſ- 
couraging, and driving away the moſt induſtrious 
working Hands, Depopulating, and thereby both 
Weaknirg and Impover:ſhing, our Country ; (which 
ts capable, if due Methods of Induſtry were purſued, 
of Imployirg !wice the Number of People as now 
we have, ard yet not a Bepgar beleft in the King- 
dome) Laſtly, how contradictory to- that Soveraign 
Rule of Juftice which requires, That no Man ſhall 
ao unto Another, what he would not have dene to 
Hinelf, under the like Circumſtances : When all this 
I ſay, ſhallhave impartially been weighed ; Methinks 
there ſhould not be found a Magiſtrate, nay ſcarce 
a Common Subject, either of Subſtance, Scnce, or 
Conicience, who will not as poſitively Renounce the 
Execution,or being accefl-ryto the putting in Executi- 
on any L:w ot this Nature, as he would become 
Guilty of thoſe deteſtable Sins, Murder or Theft. 
And fo much therather, becauſe many of them are 

not only Ur; fi, but Impious too; Profaning the 

Holy Sacrament, by expoſing it as an Inlet to ſecu- 
lar Employments and Defigns. 

Y. Iftheſe Laws were ever Juſt and Convenient, 
yet they are now become neceſſary to be Aboliſht, 
by the Revolution of Things and Acts of D'vine 
Providence. The reaſons of making them, being 
long fince chang'd and ceaſed, why ſhould the Laws 
themſelyes be continued ? Since they are now grown 
Imprafticable, both in reſpe&t of the KING, 
andof the NATION, 


1. In Reſp: of the King, Can it be imagined 
that a Sover,a32n Prince, that has any Zeal for that 
Religion he Profcfſes, will tamely ſuffer all thoſe of 
his own Communion, meerly for their being ſo, to 
be Ruined and Undone by the reſt of his Subjects ? 
Our Soveraign happens to be a Roman Catholichk ; 
He cannot exerciſe his Religion without ſome 
Prieft to Officiate, and yet theſe Laws make it 
TREASON for any ſuch Prieſt to be in [En- 
gland; This indeed is not to exc/ude Him from the 
Creomn, but as much as hes in the power of thoſe 
Statutes, to exclude Him from Heaven ; fince they 
deny Him thoſe means which he Believes are 
neceſſarily conducive thereunto. If you ſay His 
Majeſty may ueconhtedly diſpence with the penalty 
ofthe Laws in that particular Caſe, I demand, why 
he has not the ſame general Authority to do it in all 


other like Caſes ? And if the Laws of this Kkird are 


fit and neceſſary to be difpenced with, and not Exe- 
cuted, why not to be Repeal'd ? Why muſt they 
keep np a parcel of dangerous Edg-tools not fit to be 
uſed, yet ſu h 28 if the ' ſhou'd ever fa'l into ſome 
Hands, may do much more Miſchief to the Nation 
than ever they did formerly? 

Again, by theſe Laws,no Man muſt ſerve the King 
in any Capacity, but ſuch as are not only of a df- 
ferent Re'igion, but who muſt alfo firſt pulllickly 
Charge and Declare HIS to be Guilty of 
IDOL ATRY; nor muſt any, but ſuch as ſhall 
have ſo ceclared, come into his Majeſtzes, or his 


Royal Conſorts Preſence, or where either of them + 


refide ; Can Subjects of any common Modefty ex- 
pect or c&cfire the Kirg ſhou'd approve of ſuch a 
Law, or rot vigorouſly endeavour its Repea] ? 

And indeed,let fome People talk what they pleaſe 
of their Loyaley, this humonr of Multting a Man in 
his Temporal Concernments, forhis Spirstual Perſiva« 
ſions, making Juſtice and Equitylacquy after the Ca- 
pricio's of Op:rn0n ; ard ſuperding Civil Properties 
upon this or that Notion of Religon, is a moſt Sed:- 
tzons, Embreyl:::z, avd D:/loal Principle, forit not 
only has been, either the very occafion, or coloura- 
ble pretence of moſt of the Wars, Inſurrections, 
Rebellions, Blood: ſhed and Miſeries, that have wa- 
ſted Chriſtendom tos ſeveral Ages : But being once 
admitted to be Larmful againſt any Sect or Party, cr 
to any, tho' the ſmalleſt degree of Forfeiture, it may 
preſently after be ran higher, and fo far beyond any 


Boundaries of Reſpect, that it has not ſeldom flown . 


in the Face of Majeſty z2 ſe!f'; of which he is much 
a Stranger to Hiſtory, that cannot give diverſe Ex- 
aimples: Ard our own Memories muſt be very 
Treacherous, if we have forgot that many of the 
ſame Parliament Men, who at firſt, Sacrificed ci- 
vil Rights for Nonconformity in Common Diſſenteys, 
advanc'd afterwards fofar, as to endeavour to de- 
prive His preſent Majrſty of his undoubted Right 
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to the Imperial Crown, meerly on the ſame pretence. 
Of ſo dangerous a Conſequence it is to Mcnarchy,t) 
countenance ſuch Dotrine or Ex.:mpies in the ca(e 
of the Meanejt Perſon ina Kingdom : For by ex- 
poſing Property for Opinion ; the Prince expoſes th 
Conlſciencies and Rights of his own PFainily to the 
Church , upon every A'teration of Jidgmeut : 
which for 0:ght he can forcſee, may happen, 
From all which Reaſons I infer, That theſe Laws 
are not Practicable in Re'pect of the KING. 
2. Theyare not Practicable if we regaz4 his Pec-. 
ple: For the ſtrict Execution of them but for. one 
Year, woald certainly Ruzz the Nution; for be- 
fides the m.:my Thouſmds, who tho' they can go.ro 
Church,yet dare not Receive the Sacrament toqualifie 
them for a P/zce or Office, whereby they are rendred 
incapable.of E:nployineot, and conſcquently a Natz= 
onal Charge; L:tus but ſappoſe (a1dLnopeit is but a 
modeſt ſuppoial) That there are but Ove Hundred 
Thouſand D ſſeaters of all forts in the Kingdom, of 
ſuch a tender Conſcierice, as they cannot Comply with, 
or Joya in the Common Lieurgy,uad ohontlyCon- 
raz'0u3,4s to reſolve to ſiffer the laſt Extremities, ra- 
ther than commit that which they ('ts no matter 
whether Truhor [gnorantly) verily app ehend to be 


* Sn; And withal, that they are Perſons of Compe- 


tent Fortunes, Subſtantial Gentlemen, 44;v2 Mer- 
chants, Tnduſtrious Yeomen, Clethiers, or Retailing 
Tralzr:,) upon whoin at leaſt Five H mndred Toou- 
ſind other meaner Peop!e muſt Actually depend for 
their E-np!oyment and Lively-hood) now for each ot 
tizeſe, here is by One of theſe As, nolets then 29). 
a Month, that is, 240/. per 4A-n:1m, to be levyed on 


their Eftates ; which in the whole (if I iniſcount not ) 


amounts to Four and Twenty Mullions of Pounds 
Sterling, in one Year. Adi to tais, the Havock and 
Spoil made on their Lands and Goods, in the Levy- 
ing and Appraifing, Beſides all other Penalties for 
Religious Meetirgrs, Fines upon pretended Riots, 
Forteitures npon Excommrunications, or conftant 
Rent of Cantio:;-Mzneyto Dottors Commons, to- 
cether with the neglect and loſs of their Employ- 
ments, to the ruin of their Dependants, finking of 
the valve and rents of Lands, and decreaſe cf the 
Pablick Trade of the Kingdom, and conſequently of 
His Majefties Revenue ; aad that the moſt part of 
this Prodigious Sum, will be ſwallowed and devou- 
red by the Rapine of INFOR MERS.(thedregs 
and vileſt of People, that contribute nothing but Roc 
and Miſchief to the Publick) Or by the Diſhonou- 
rable avarice of a few perſons that might happen to be 
in Power or Office; nothing conſiderable, from all 
this mig hty! Rum, accrewing tc nis Majeſties Coffers 3 
but {i:1 we may fay as Eſther, when the D-/Jenting 


| Jerrs wereby the ill! Councel of a wretched Haman, 


threatned to be Extirpated, ——— —The Enemy 
could never countervail the Kings damage, Efther 7. 


4: So that vpcn the wkote, what we afferted, may 
be bxliev'd, That the exa@ Execution of theſe Pe- 
nil Laws, would in cue Tears (time bid fair for the 
R' in of th: Naim; and if they weuld be fo hor- 
rzbile damageful tothe Publick in their Execution, 
why ſhovld any Perſon cf a Fee, G-nerens, Pubs 
[ics Chriſtian Spirit, be or thcir Continunance ? 


VI. Eſpecially fince thef2 Crercive Se.rtutes ahont 
Religious Appreberſimms areaitogetner U,2!-/, and [r- 
effettual to thole EnCsfor which ihey preterid to be 
Defizn'd, having never yet Succeeded ; but on the 
contrary, have caufed unſp2ihable Cornfu7cns to the 
People, and Vaſt Dam.iges tothe Prince, where-ever 
they have Leen attempted; as is Corfirin'd by all 
Hiſtory, and the Reaſon therecfis obviousin Nature, 
for when any Periors are Perſ cried for their mzer 
Religion, whilſt in all other reſpects, they demein 
themſelves as Grave, ſ1nccnt, Moral Mn, good 
Ne1ghbours, and obedient Suby:8+, every Body that 
has not diveſted him(clf of all good Nature, and 
(urrendred h's Underſtanding ab'v'utely Captive to 
the Bigottry of ſome particul'e ci vel and inhumane 
Op:n;on, is apt to co:nimnierate them, and fron that 
Sympathizang withthe'r Sufferings, is led to enquire 
atter, and Symyolize with theic Senrimments 5 which 
perhaps otherwiſe he had never underſtood or regar- 
ded. Moreover there!ying thereon as {> very neceſſa- 
ry, leeins to bea callizg Ged's M7/dom or Power in 
queſtion, as not toreſ:cing hcw, or being unwilling 
or unable to ſecure his Re!1g:0n and Worſhip without 
Humane Force ; Which in his Word, he is fo far from 
requiring or-alomiig to any ſuch End, that he Ex- 


preſly enjoyns the contrery ; and affares us that the 


Wraith of Man Worketh n:t the Righteouſneſs of 
God. And 'tis to me matter of amazeiner.t, that a- 
ny that would be accounted feriorſly R-1;270ns, ef- 
i, Cral'y rhat own themſelves D:ſſenters, ſhould ap- 
P ar Men of fo little Cen cence, as to oppoſe an E- 
ſt :11:\hment of Liberty of Conſcience for ever, by an 


abiolute Removal of all thuſe Laws, Tefts, &c. that : 


Intringeit. 


VII. But many that would be thonzht Enemies 
to all Per/ecution, and inclinable to the taking away 
of the Penal Laws, yet ſeem to Fruggle zealouſly for 
the continuance of the TESTS, as the only Bul- 
wark to preſerve us from an Inundation of Popery, 
and conſequently trom that very Perſecution which we 
couldobviate by this Repeal; I muſt crave leave to 
re-mind them, That the TESTS area main 
part of theſe Penal Laws; For he that meerly for 
holding, or not renouncing ſuch or ſuch a R-ligions 
Opinion, ſhall be debar'd of thoſe Rights, Privi- 
/idges, or Advantagies which othc1wife he might 
pre:end to and Enjoy, is really zs much a Sufferer 
.or Con,caerice in kind, tho' not in degree, as he that 

is 


—_- bk 


is actually put to Death for the ſame. And by pa- 
rity of Reaſon, the one may be Juſtified as well as 
the other; For if once the maintaining a Tenet in 
Religion contrary to the Publick Eſtabliſhment, and 
yet no way againſt the Mora! Law, ſhall be made 
ma'ter of Offence, or any way Criminal, by the Ct- 
vil-Law ; where ſhall we ftop? Or by what Rules 
ſhall we limit the Penalty, other than meer F7;/ and 
Pleaſure ? Since thoſe that fancy theinfelves 3n the 
Right, and have Power to back them, will ſeldom 
fail to blacken thoſe they ay arein the Wrong, with 
the moſt Odious Chara&ers and Apgravations. 

- By infifting on ſuch Methods, we do by our on 
Prattice, in effect, approve of the Ground of thoſe 
Rigors for which we have fo loudly blamed others : 
But by an utter Renunciation of the Perſecutin 
Principe, inall its Branches, we do in fome reſpe 
Difarm P.piſts, or others, from making uſe of the 
fame Weapors againſt our Selves ; at leaſt, we ſhall 
\uftezr both the more Honeſtly and Chearfully, 
when they cannot juſt'y Charge or Upbraid us witn 
having purſued the ſame ill Meaſures. Let us not 
flatter our ſelves with hopes of Security and Preſer- 
vation, from Exped'entsthat we cannot with a good 
Conſcience juftify : Fiat Fuſtitia, ruat Mundns 
Let us contribute our ſhare to do Equal Right to 
all our Fellow Subjects, without dreading any ſup- 
poſed ill Conſequences that may follow, but having 
faithfully diſchzrged our own Duty, fiduciaily truſt 
Divine Providence to Govern the World. 

For if it be Impoſed upon Men to Worſbip Go1 
after ſuch a manner,or with ſuch Ceremonzes,to make 
ſuch or ſuch Declarations of their Opinions, which 
they pretend at leaſt to (cruple in their Conſciences, 
leaſt they ſhould thereby offend God ; whether 
their Conlciences be fo gr 'not, is only known to his 
Omniſcience ; If they diſſembie, He will punith their 
Hypccriſy ; If realiy it be againſt their Confciences, 
where there is 70 $12 in the Noncor formity, they 
neither ought to do, nor be puniſhed for not doing it; 
The matter being mcerly Spzrzeal, the Searcher of 
Hearts can only determine and judge thereof, and not 
Mn. For to believe fo, or not ſo, is not in the Ma- 
oiſtrates Power to E-j9jn, therefore not to Puniſh, 
We are tolcaveitto Ged to perform his own Works, 
wno is the moſt Skilfal Operator, and his ways paſt 
finding out ; bringing his own purpoſes to effect by 
ſach means as beſt pleaieti him, andoften above 
our Comprehenſion. He hath no need of an Hel- 

2r, nor is any Efſence capable of Aflifting him : 

he Preſervation and R'/tauration of the Church, 
3s a work of Divine Power, as well as the Edification 
of it. And thoſe that Impoſe on Conſciences, and 
would pretend to help God by thatirregular way, to 
fave Souls, or preſerve themſelves, preſume t 
much on their own Conceics, and have too litt 
venczation of his Ford and Omnipotence. 
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VIII. I will not alledge, That the Impofing of 
thefe TESTS deprives many of their juft Righss, 
as particularly the PEERS, who being born - 
Hereditary Members of the King's Great Counctl, 
cannot, I conceive, Forfeit that Title but by ſome 
offence, which alſo forfeits both their Honour and... 
their Lives. Bt this I think I may Avow, That 
the King by the Law of Nature, and the Funda- 
mental Conſtitution of this Realm, has a Right 
to command the Service of at! his Srbjefts: Nor 
do I underſtand how he can by any Poſitzve Law 
be deprived tticreof, or they diſcharged from their 
Attendance aud Duty, when ever he ſhall find it 
neceſſary or expeient to r:quire it. For I obſerve 
by the current U'a;e of all Times, and conſtant 
Opinion of our Ju.z:3, That the King has ever been 
acknowledged to have a Power of Diſpe::fing, by 
a Clauſe of N#n-ObFante, with any Att of Par- 
liament meerly prohibitory of any thing that is uot 
Malum in ſe. : 

For indeed, a contrary Method / eſpecially in 
This Caſe ) ſeems to imply an Inroad upon the So- 
veraign Rights of Monarchy; an Engrotiinent of 
the Service and Favour of the King, to a peculiar 
Set or Party, perhaps not truly compreberding 
more than One Fourth Part of the People of his 
Dominions ; A ſetting up the MITRE in equal 
Competition with, or rather Superiority to the 
CROWN: As if Conformity or Nen-Conforms- 
ty to certain Eccleſiaſtical Dogma's or Ceremonres, 
were the Se:andard and Meaſure of the Subjects 
Loyalty, or their Princes Paternal Favour and Pro- 
tection. And what is all this but to ſtreighten and 
Cramp np the VUniver/al Intereſt of the Govern- 
ment, to the Narrow Dimenfions ofa PINFOLDP > 
To Out-law more than half the King's Loyal Peo- 
ple, at every Blaſt of the Clergy-man's Horn? And 
in fine, to Advance not only Defolating Miſeries 
at Preſent, but ſow and nouriſh perpetual Seeds of 
Diſcord and Faction #n 4 State 2? Since thoſe that 
apprehend themſelves unjuſtly oppreſs'd and des 
barr'd of their Native Rights and Priviledges, in 
common with their other Fe!low-Subjects, and e- 
ſpecially aggriev'd in the moſt. tender part of their 
Souls, the due Worſhip of ther God, whereon de- 
pends not alone their Comfort in this Wortd, but 
all their hope of a Bliſsfal Eternity, will be apt 
( for we findthe Beſt Men have their Blind S;des, 
and Relzgion does not firip us of Natural Aﬀe&i- 
ons) to be Male-content, Uneafie, and ready to | 
ſtudy. Ml Means ( in which Zealous Ardour they 
may poſfibly ſtumble on ſame Indire&# Ones ) to 
remove thoſe Tokes, and ſupplant ſuch as they take 
for their Enemies : And at the ſame time our 
Prince and Comntrey, by ſuch fatal Conduct, may 
happen, in any grand Shock of Fortune, as a Fo. 


Teigy 
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«Tar, of Domeſftich Inſarefiion, to want the Counſel 


and Service of many of the Ableſt States-mer' or 


. Braveſt ;Commanders inthe Kingdom, becauſe they: 


are oneway or other Diſabled, and their Employment 
forbid, unleſs they will firſt ſubmit tocertain Re/zgious 
Notions or Ritua/s,which their Conſciences neither ap- 


. prove of, nor can comply with. 


Touching the danger of being over-whelnr'd with 
Popery-upon a Removal of all the Tefts, I have faid 
ſomething elſe-where [ See the Animadverſions on thz 
late Letter to 4 Diſſenter.] That his Majeſty is con- 
tent we ſhall have what jutt Security the Wiſdom of 
theNation ſhall propoſe, to allay thoſe Apprehenſions; 
and that *tis nothing impoſſible to find Eftectual 'Expe- 
dients for that purpoſe, without Impoling any Clogs 
ppon Mens Conſciences, 


There is an Obje&tion which makes a great Noiſe 


with ſome People, viz. That there is no wrong done . 


Roman Catholicks in excluding them from: all Pla- 
ces and Preferments, eſpecially from. all ſhare in the 


Legiſlative Power, becauſe they have in effect preclu- . 


Ced themſelves, by owning a Forreign Head, to wit, 
tie Popz: But this I think rather to be a Popular 
than Cogent Argument, for that He.rdſhip they aſcribe 


to him, I take to be only .in matters of Faith ; and - 


purely Spiritual; For otherwiſe they acknowledge, 

That this Realm is a Soveraign Independent Kingdom; . 
conſequently that the Biſhop of Rome has no Civil 

or Temporal Juri{diftion here; Nor do any Fo- 

reign Canons or Decrees of Cornci's bind here, until 
received and allowed by common Aﬀent. And ac- 

cordingly we find in the darke/# tumes, many Acts 

of Parliament made to reftrain the Encroachments 

o” that See ; Witneſs the Statute of Provwiſors, 

fc. So that how they ſhould meerly for ſpecu- 

lative 97ſtaken Opinion, deſerve to be diveſted of, 

or abridged from the Natural Priviledges of free- 

born Engliſh-men, I am not able to penetrate in- 

to. At worſt, in the General A& for Settement 

of Liberty of Conſcience, ſufficient Proviſions may 

be made to prevent any ill Confequences thence 

like to enſue 3 which always I pre-fuppoſe, and 

take for granted, ( becauſe Frankly offered by Hx 

Majeſty ) in all Diſcourſes on this Subject. 


IX. As the Teſt of 25Car. 2. though it ſeems 
Levell'd againſt Papiſts, does by that Connexion 
of having received the Sacrainent, as well exclude 
all other Diſfſenters from any place of Profit, Ho- 
nouror Truſt ; So in the other, of the 39 Car. 2. 
it has been ſhrewdly urg'd by a late Writer, Whe- 
ther a Proteſtants, eſpecially thoſe of the Church 
of England, ( who grants a Real Preſence in the 
Sacrament,. only declines to determine the man- 


ner, and who delights both to call her Miniſters, 
Prieſts; her Communion Table, 2n Altar ; and 
practiſes Bojwing towards it, and Enjoyns Recei- - 
ving Kneeling: ) It may, I ſay, be a Queftion, 
whether al! h;s Sms can fatisfaCtorily to their own 
Confciences, take ſuch a Teſt asthat, wherein they 
muſt ſolemnly in, the Preſence of God T-ſtifie and 
Declare, That they do Belrev?, that there is NOT 
ANY TRANSUBSTANTIATION, 
Oc. And that the SACRIFICE OF THE 
MASS, as nowuſed in the Church of Rome, is 
IDOL ATROUVS: For a man may be far 
from Belicving Tranſubſtantiation, or thinking the 
 Sacrificeof the Maſs warrantab'e ; and yet (cruple 
to ſwear, That there #& not any - ſuch Thing as the 
one,. or that the other is formally [73/atrons. 


Laftly, Penal Laws of any kind, for meer mat- 
ter of Conſcience, arc a Griev.mce that all foits 
of Perſwaſions amongſt ns, have in their reſpective 
Turn loudly Complain'd of, and Condemn'd. The 
Proteſtants upbraid Papiſts with their Cruelties 
Acted by Bonner and Othezs, under Queen Mary: - 
And the Papitts ſpeak hard of their Syferings un- 
der Queen Elizabeth : Nay, many Proteſtant No- - 
Conformifts, through the over-ſharp Conduct us- . 
ſed ( by ſome Peoples Initigation) towards the 
latter end of that Exce//ent Pr:nceſs's Reign, [mar- 
ted very ſeverely, (ſome of them even unto Dezth) 
who failed not to Remonſtrate againſt ſuch Pro. 
ceedings. 

So when the Church of Erziand her Self was + 
in a Perſecuted State under the late V/urpers, ſhe 
appear'd an Adyocate for Tv/erat:on, in oppoſition 
to all force upon Conſcience ; witneſs that Incom- 
parable Treatiſe, Entiti!ed, The Liberty of Pro- 
Fhecying 3 Written tben by one of her moſt Lear- 
ned Dcetors, afterwards a Reverend Pre/ate. Nor 
can many of her Jons to this very day, forbear 
Reproaching the Pre:byterians, Independents, &c. 
for their Unchriſtian Rigors againſt Church-men 
in thofe times ; whilſt the latter cry, If Perſeca 
tion were ſuch an Evil in us, why would you imi- - 
tate us therein ® And [o they tall to Recriminate 
for the Severities uſed towards D:/enters for the 
laſt five and twenty Years. 

By all which 'tis pliin, That every Party thinks 
Perſccution for Contience to be a wry bad thing, 
when it happens to te their ezz7 Caſe to- be pal- - 
freinit; and are all for Ind/vence and Toleration 
:8 cften as they have xced of it; Therefore, for as 
much as Providence tas permitted the heel to. go 
round, and every Party has had their ſhare, as in 
the Szn of Perſecution, 9 likewiſe in Puniſkment 
by it; and that they all have found by Experience, 
how irk/omse it is to bear; And fince what has been, 

G may » 


may be, nnlefs care betaken to-prevent Efe&s, by 
removing their Cauſes. This therefore is certainly 
the hapry Funfure, to obviate for ever the return 
of any ſuch Miſchiefs, when His Majeſty is graci- 
- onfly willing to Eſtabliſh our Religions freedoms 
. by a Migna- Chartay for us and our Poſterity : 
And at once, put afinal Period to all theſe Ruz- 
nating Laws, which 'tis both the common -Intereſ? 
of all the Parties, and that of every one of them 
311 particular, to have taken away and . Buried in 
. perpetual Obtivion. 


*Tis their Common Intereſt. 


r. Becauſe theſe Laws have been the continual 
occaſiou, not only of publick Bro:/s, but private 
'Feuds throughout the Nation, giving-every z- 
natur'd man an opportunity to Sezgmatize any of 
his Neighbours with ſome Nick-name of Re{:2107, 
as a Phanatich, a Papiſt, a Presbyterian, an ana- 
bapiift, aWihips, or the like ; and by that means, 
preſently ruine his Reputaticn, Trade, Employment, 
Eſtate ox Perſey. But - this Uarver/al Liberty 


rightly Eftabliſh'd, Buries all terms oi RepioscH. . 


or rengers them Infigrificant 5 and Diſarms we 
Furicus, and Charms the Ervious, and Muzzes 
| he Malicious , and reftrains che Fire and Sword 
of Bigotted Zealots;z and gives Encouragement to 
the Medef?, and Secmity to the Innocent, ard Si- 
lenccs for ever the F-alonſies of thoſe that are, or 
fear to be under the like Oppreffions or Il1-uſage 
and conſequently, Extirpates thoſe Animeſities 
that had aimoft Baniſh'd all C:vil Converſation 
and good Neipkbourhood out of a Kingdem, which 
was heretofore {next to the Fame of its Martial 
Prowe/s) moſt Celebrated for its Inhabitants en- 
dearins Kinaneſs 10 each other, and generous Ho- 
ſpitality. x 

2. Becauſe of the publick C:v:! - Advantages 
that theteby will accrue to all Parties, fince tis 
the only Foot whereon a laſting Flouriſhing Con- 
dition of the whole Kingdom: can be Eſtablifh'd ; 
in the Welfare whereof, every Individual Subject 
js concein'd. *Twas therefore an Aporhegm wor- 
thy of or Royal Maſter, . H cannor be a TRUE 
E NGLISH-MAN in his Heart, who 1s not 
for LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. 
And for my part, if we muſt have ſome Teſt or 
other, I wiſh it might be only Thar. 

I will not abuſe th? Readers Patience fo far as 
to Recapitulate all thoſe National Advantages, ha- 
ving pointed at them already; As, Security to the 
Government, Encreafe of People, of Trade, £c. 
But ſhall crave leave of a late Author, ( no lefs Jn- 
dicious than Ingenious ) torecite ſome of his Werds 
( with fome little variation) relating to the matter 
I 3m now Diſcourfing of, 
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This Coercion | in matters purely Religious } is 


the o)d Diſturber of Szates, 'the-Deftroyer of Pro- 


rties, the Depopulator of Kingdoms, the'Enem 
bf Humane. Nars of kind Nevobbourbood, ad 
of ail Conſcientiens Religion : For at beſt; it either 
makes men but Relzpicus by Rote, which indeed is 
"0 Religion; or Coufcrmable for - Fear or Intereſt, 
which is nothing but baſe Hypocriſy 3 That is, The 


' worſt ſort of Irrelrgion. 


Beſides, It ſaps and confounds the nature of Ga« 
vernment, by rendering the Meaſures -of Loyalty, 
not to'he that Love, Honeur and Obedience, 
which all Subjects are bound to pay to their Prince; 
but Conform:ty to the Clergy, and that mode of 
Religion which happens to: be 'in faſhion : Now 
this deſtroys the true -Dependance and Obligation 
in Governinent, and” expoſes the Lives, Liberties, 
and Eftatcs ef the People, ta the frequent Revoln- 
tions of Re/:2707, whereas the fame ought to ſtand 
fixed and facred upon the common and undeniable 
Principles of Civil! and Juſt Government. 

The King is Parer Pat17e, our Political Father, 
and we 2re all his Chi'dren. and ſkould he Come 
torted iden Ie iu gent Wings of his Jult Pow- 
e444 vow. They do ill Offices in 'the great 
Fuviy of the Kingdom, that would excite the 
Father to D:jinherit i535 Children 5 and thoſe Vere 
tuous too, meerly for the ſober Exerosje of a Diſſen- 
ting Conſcience, bout matters relating to the other 


. World. This is Pea Ciioal tant very Impolitical Re 


probation for Specutaiions 5 12d Sacrificing Nature 
and Morality to the Nicety of an Opinion, which 
pethaps ſometimes neither of the Contending 


Parties truly uide;ftand: Nay, this is to Engro s 


Ce/ar by a Party, and *o Monopolize hin trom 
the reſt of his People : A Treſpaſs againſt the very 
Nature and Exd of Government. FS”. 

3. 'Tisundoubtedly the Intereft of every Englrſh- 
man, to preſerve the Liberties and Properties of 
their Fellow Subjects as well as their own.: And 
thoſe dariing Priviledges were never any way fo 
much Erntrenched upon and Violated, as by theſe 
cruel Laws of Perſecution ſor meer Religion 5; and 


every wife Man, when he lees his py gran ( tho 


differivg in Judgment from himſelf ) perſecuted 
and deſtroyed, for what ovght (at worft) to be 
called his M:/take, rather than his Fault, (for no 
raan can Belzeve againſt his Judwent, or take an 
Oath againſt his Conſcience , - without Sin ) will 
preſently confider, That. though it be his Neigh- 
bours turn r4z5 Year, it may be his own, or his 
Childs cafe the next Year, or the next Reign ; and 
ſo'no mans Lite, Liberty or Property, can be ſe- 
cure, if ſuch Laws continue, but only ſuch as have 


a Conſcience fitted for al! Changes, and every Re» 


lagicn that is uppermoſt ; and who for that cauſe 
| are 
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are as unfit to be Tr-fed by their Neighbours, as by 
the Government. 

By thefe and many other Reaſons that might 
be enumerated, it ſeems to me very clear, Tit 
theremoval of all thefe Pexal Laws is the true 
common Intereſt of all the ſeveral Parties. _ 

That the fame is likewiſe the peculzar InterefF of 
each Party conſidered by it (elf, has been very 


amply D2monſtcated in that excellent Treatiſe, In-- 
tituſed, GOOD ADVICE, G(%c. Whereto. I 


could never yet either in Print or. private Di» 
ſeourſs, meet with any thing like an Ar/ver. 

Indeed, as to the Roman Catholicts, *tis undeni- 
able, That they both krzorw it to be their Intereſt, 
and vigorouſly purſue it, by endeavouring_ to Hus- 
band the preſent opportunity of obtaining it, under 
the Auſpices of a Prince of their own Communion ; 
yet to prevent.any jealous Suſpitions, appear frank- 
Iy willing, to admit a7 others into the ſame free- 
dom; And withal, to embrace any Civil Fence, 
that may by the Great Wiſdom of the Nation, be 
raiſed for . fruſtrating all D2roads that-may be attem- 
pted to be made thereon, by themſelyes or any 0- 
ther Party, hereafter. 

The Proteſtant Diſſenters, 3s they have the/am?, 
and far greater Reaſons (Circumſtances conſidered) 
to joyn therein, will not, I hope, be either leſs 
mindful of their own peculzar Intereſt, or behind 
band in their Charity to include others, as- well as. 
theinſelves, and render. it perp2zuzl: For unleſs it 
be both Vniver/al and Equal to both Parties, it 
cannot prudently be expected to be Permanent. 


What ſeems molt difficult, is, To convince the . 


FF 
Church of England, ( which values hier ſelf as E/Pa-- 
bliſÞ'd by Law) That itis HER ' erue Intereſt, as 
well as that of the other Tvo, to part with theſe 
Penal Statutes, which ſeem to Corroborate Her, . 
and give herpower to Cruſh either of them, as ſane 
ſhall tind an opportunity for her Advantage : 

1. But this very thing is: one Reaſon why ſhe 
ſhould be willing to Abandon them ; that ſhe nay 
thereby remove all their Fears, and Jealoufies. of 
Her for the future. 

2. Again, Parting with theſe Laws, is the only 

way fhe has in the World to wipe off the Otium 
of Perſecution, and fatisfie us, that She - is Con» 
vinc'd of the Evil of ſuch vzolent Proceed:ngs as. 
ſhe has lately praXifed : But if ſhe be ſtill for 
keeping the Rods on the Mantzz!-Tree, 'twill be too 
plain, She has a Mind to be Scourging us again, 
as ſoon as ſhe gets Opportunity. 
\ 3. Whereas She is now the National Church by 
Power, ſhe will then be the Publick Church by the 
Concurrence of all Parties; and 'if any one ſhou!d. 
20 about to Feſtle Her out of that Station, all the. 
reſt would heartily joyn with her and-ſupport her, 
becauſe it was to her Compliance they owe their 
own Liberty ; and without maintaining her. to keep. 
the Balance even, they cannot promiſe themſelves 
any laſting Safety. 

Laſily, They may the r2tter be content to have 
them Repealed, becauſe there are ſome of Theſe 
Laws, which if they ſhould be ftritly Executed, 
would make foul work with the Chyrch-men themes 
elves. As you may fee by what follows. 


- 


- 
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A Catalogue of ſome of the PENAL. L AW S:, 


to which our CHURGC=MEN 
NONCONFORMISTS:. 


| Io Here's the $:az. 1. Edi. 6. Cap. 1. Revived 
 1Eliz, 1, and ftil in Force, Entituled, 4» 
AF againſt ſuch as ſhall ſpeak unreverently of the 
Sacrament of the Altar, &c, The Penalties where- 
of, are Impriſonme=t, and Fine, and Ranſom at the 
King's Pleaſure: Now, thongh the Body of the 
Sratute ſnfficiently Explain the Depraving, Defpi- 
fing and Contemning thereby Prohibited, to be of 
the Ho'y Sacrament, or Lord's Supper, as uſed 'and 
held by Proteftan;s 5 yet who knows , but by rea - 


are generally; 


ſon of its Title, it may one-day be Fxtended 'to-» 
any that ſhall in their Sermons, Writings or Diſ=.- 
courſes, argue againſt 
the Sacrament - of © the 
Altar, in the Reman 
Senſe, or the Sacrifice 
of the Maſs : -* "The 
Church-of-England- men 
ſtretch'd | a - Point : of 
Law as far,, when they 
& 2. 


* Since. our Writing ef © 
thi, we have been credi« - 
bly inform'd, that ſome 
have lately been Proſecu--- 
ted upon this Account, . 
and by Vertue of thu very ' 
Statuze, at. Coventry... 


taa'd 
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farn'd. the Seatures made againſt. Popiſh-Recuſants 
upon Proteſtant Diſſenters.. 


I. The very next Statute, viz. 1 Edw.6. Cap. 3. 
Enacts, That all Summons, Citations, and other 
Proceſs Eccleſiaſtical, ſhall be in the Name, and 
with the Title of the KING, as in Writs at Com- 
mon Laiv; and the Teſte in the Name of the Arch- 
Biſhop, Biſhop, or other Perſon, who has the Com- 
miffion and Grant of the Avthority Ecclefiaſti- 
cal, immediately from the King; And that 
all Perſons Exercifing Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, 
ſhall have the King's Arms in their Seal of Office 3 
every Offender in either of theſe Caſes, to ſuffer 
Impriſonment during the King's Pleaſure. 

Now none of all this is Obſerv'd. Indeed it is 
' pretended this A& is out of Force, being Re- 
peal'd by 1 Marie, Cap. 2. But then you muſt 
note, that of Q. Mary was Repeal'd by the 1 Fac. 
I. Cap. 25. and though in Favour of the Biſhops, 
that of 1 Edi, 6, Cap. 2. has been commonly ta- 
ken as Expired, yet other Opinions have always 
been to the contrary ; and upon a ſolemn Diſcu(- 
fion of the matter, if it ſhould Judicislly come to 
be argued, it may probably be Adjudg'd in Force. 
Nzy, ſetting aſide that Statute, I cannot readily fore- 
fee what Plea our Eccleſiaſtical-Court-men would 
make, if a Qu WWarranto were brought againſt 
them, to ſhew by what Authority they hold their 
Courts. | 


III. By the Stature i Eliz.Cap.2. It is Enacted, 
That if any Parſon, Viccar or Miniſter, ſhall wil- 
tully or obſtinately uſe any other Rite, Ceremony, 
Ocder, Form or Manner of Celebrating the Lord's 
Supper, openly or priv.ly 5 or Mattens, Even-Song, 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, or other opeii 
Prayers, than is mentioned and ſet forth in the 
Book of Common-Prayer, ſhall for the #3/? Offence, 
_ forfeit the Profits of all his Spiritual Benefices for 
ore Year, and be fix Months Impriſoned. For 
the fecond Offence, 12 Months Impriſonment, and 
and to be Deprived. ipſo fa4o of all his Spiritual 
Promotions; and th: Patrons to Preſent there- 
unto as if he were Dead. And for the ehird Of- 
Feice, Beſides ſuch abſolute Deprivation, ſhall ſuf+ 
cr Impuſonment during Life. 

Now fince the Srature under theſe fevere Penal- 
ties, does not only Enjovn the Ceremonies in the 
Common Prayer, but Prohibits under the fame 
Pains, the uſe of all other Rites and Ceremonies ; 
'Tis evident, that they who Tranſgreſs in this latter 
kind, are equal.'y Nen-Conformiſts, and Violate the 
Law, 2s much asthoſe who fail ig the firſt Reſpect: 
For Over-doing, is Undoing, and many times 
worle than not doing, 


But, Do any of air Clergy. Uſe, or Praftice any 
Rites and Ceremonies in the publick Worſhip, that 


are not Preferibed in and, by the Book of Com-- 


= 


mon-Prayer ? 

Yes, diverz : As by the following Inſtances will 
Appear. | 

1. The Rubric in the Common- Prayer-Book, be- 
fore the Ocder of Morning Prayers, exprefſly en- 
Joyns, That ſuch Ornaments of the Church, ani of 
the Miniſters thereof, at all times of their Mini- 
ſration, ſhall be Retained and be in Ule, as were 
in this Church of England, by the Authority of 
Parliament, in the Second Year of the Reign of 


. King Edv. the 6th. 


"But in the Rubric in the Communion Service, 
made in the faid 2d. of Edw. 6. (Eftabliſh'd by 
A of Parliament) it is Commanded, That upon 
the day, and at the time appointed for the Mini- 
ſtration of the Holy Communion, the Prieft ſhall 
put upon him, the Veſture appointed for that Mi- 
niſtration ; that is to ſay, A White Albe plain, with 
a Veſtment or Cope ; that is to ſay, they werethen, 
and it ſeems, then only, to wear a Surplic?, but not 
without a Cope 3 whereas our Divines, not only 
wear Albs or Surplices at other tines, but do not 
thea wear Copes; which is directly againſt this 
Law. © | 

2. To Bow to or towards the 4ltar, and at the 
Name JESUS, is commonly practiſed, but not 
enjoyned that I find in the Common-Prayer ; there- 
fore in this Caſe too, ſuch as uſe thoſe Ceremonies 
in the Churcb, are I conceive, Non Conformiſts, 
and Obnoxious to all the Penalties aforeſaid. 

3- In moſt Pariſh Churches, the whole Service 
is read in the Pew or Desk 3; but in ſome, that 


which they call the SecondService,is read in theChar- . 


cel at the Altar : One of theſe Practiſes muſt needs 
be Non-Conformsty. | 

4. Inthe” Rubric before the Office for Matr;- 
mony, it is Commanded, That the Barns of all 
that are to be Married together, muſt be Publiſhed 
in the Church (of the Pariſh wherein the Parties 
dwell) three ſeveral Sundays. or Holy-days, in the 
time of Divine Service. And if the Perſons to 
be Married, dwell in Civers Pariſhes, the Barns 
muſt be asked in both Pariſhes; and the Curate 
of one Pariſh ſhall not Solemnize Matr:m:ny be- 
twixt them, without a Certificate of the Banns be- 
_Oe asked, from tie Curate of the other Pa- 


r) 


Bur, How often is this good and wholeſom Or- 
der (which would prevent -Clandeftine and Stoln 
Marriages ) Violated , under pretence of Licen- 


ces, granted with a Noz-Ob/tanee, to the Statute 


and Rubric > But by what Authority .? R 
J 


ll 
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By the Statiete 26. H 8, C4.3. ard many other 
ſubſequent Statutes, all Arch-Biſhops, Bifhops, 
Deans, Prebends, Parſons, Vicars, ©c. ſhall pay 
the King the firſt Fruits and Profits for one year, 
of-every of their Benefices, at their Coming in, 
and the yearly Rent or Penſion of one tenth Part 
afterwards of their ſaid Livings; and the Chan- 
.cellour and Mr. of the Rolls, £c.” ſhall examine, 
and ſearch for the JUST AND TRUE AND 
INTIRE VALUE of the ſaid firſt Fruits, Profits 
and Tenths : — Have all our Church-men juftly 
and heneftly ſatisfied the King, to the full value of 
theix Livings, according to thete Laws ? 

Other Inſtances might be given ; but theſe may 
ſuffice to ſhew;-That the Church-men, if the King 
ſhould be ſevere with them according to Law, are 
Obnoxicus enough, ——But I return to our former 


Subject. 


I will not run into that Extravzzant Humour of 
a merry Gen:ieman, who told me the other day, 
That the Romans had got the Porwer ; and the 
Church-men, the Law; and the Diſſenters, the 
Goſpel on their fide. But this I canvot but ſay, 
That Our Soverazgn yoints us ot a way to Recon- 
cile af Three, viz. That the Goſpel ſhall have its 
free Current ; The Lam no longer be made uſe of 
to ſupport a Faion: And Power be only Exer- 
ciſed for a Terror to Evil-doers, and a Praiſe to 
thoſe that do well, in the Moral and Political Con- 


- cernments of Humane Life, and not otkerwiſe. 


, © Therefore upon the whole matter, if it ſhall ap- 


pear upon an impatſtial Survey, That theſe Penal 
Laws, are in ther own Nature Oppreffive and 
Unjuſt, contrary to the Liw of God, miſchie- 
vous to the Publick Welfare of the Kingdom, 
Contriv'd at firſt, only to ſerve particular Facti- 
ons avd By-Ends; Condemn'd by all fides in their 
moſt ſober thorghts ; that is, whenever they ap- 
prehend it may be their own turn to ſuffer by 
them : If they tend to Prophaneneſs and the Scan- 
4:l of Chriftianity, by proſtituting the moſt Sa- 
cred Ordinances, as Qualifications or Inlets to Se- 
cular Advantages ;. It they are not without juſt 
Scruples and Exceptions, as to their Validity, aid 
Impracticable in their Tendency, and Uſelefs in 
their Effects, and that their due Ends may much 
better be ſupplyed by Teſts and Provikons purely 
Civil; then it cannot misbecome any, but 1s both 
the Intereſt and the Duty of every honeſt Engliſh- 
man to wiſh, and heartily Endeavortr their Abo» 
liſhment. And to advance in their ſtead, fach a 
ſafe and laſting Eftabliſhment for the Freedom of 
Conlcience, as may tranſmit the Happineſs we at 


prefent enjoy to our Poſterity, 


I fhalkconclude theſe Remarquzs with an 17, 
ftrions Inſtance, Thax it is not fo ſtrange a thing 
as ſome ( none of the beſt Subjects) would ſug- 
geſt, for a Roman Catholick Prince to be {eriouſly 
againſt impoſing on Conſcievce, and conſtant in 
maintaining Indulgence towards Dsſſenters., TI 
mean the Emperoue Maximilian the Second, { of 
the Honle of Arſtria, a Family as zealouſly Devoted 
to the Church of Rome, I think, as moſt in the 
World ) of whom a Proteſtant Hiſtorian, Henricys 
Gutberletus, in his Chronology, gives this foilow- 
ing Teſtimony : Which I ſhall recite in his own 
Words : 


& Caepit Imperare Anno 1564. & Im- 
& peravit Annos 12. Princeps laudatiſſimns , 
* Pictatts, Pac & eAquitatis ſtud:wfi(ſr- 
& 7145, in cus Ore & Pettore frequens fit 
© hoc Symbolum: Dominus Providebits 
& Propter Religionem tot opinio;:10125 ac 8c tt is 
© laceratam ac aiftrattam ex aring doſce 
© bat, Interim erga Enangclicos equi, 14 
«que ob HANC RATIONEM., 
& Onod non foluim INIQUUM {ed et;- 
tam T[MPIUM jrdicarce CONSCI- 
«ENTIIS IMPERARE, qgruod bac 
«onihil efſet aliud quam Cali arcim inva- 
« dere, Et ſane ipſo fatto hoc comprobavit. 
& Nam Paſſavienſem Pacificationem tut at es 
ceſt, Of Auſtriace Novilitati Auwſta- 
© 4 Confeſſinis Deittrinam Anno 1568. 


G nermiſet, 
In ENGLISH this: 


«He came to the Empire Anno 1564 
© 3nd Reigned 12 ycars ; a Prince deſer- 
« ving the higheſt praiſe, moſt Nrdjous 
< of Piety, Peace and Fquity, who had 
« ofcen not only in his Mouth, but in his 
« Heart, that Motto, God will provide, He 
& was feriowufly gricved » that Region 
<< ſhould be ſo torn and rent to pieces by 
*« {uch varicty of Opinions and Sets ; 
« yet ſtill was kind and favonratle towards 
«the Evaneclicks [ cr Proteſtants, ] 
& and that for T7 #1S REASON, be- 
«cauſe it was in his Tadgment not only 
«UNFUST, but /MPIGUS, to 

** Corn 


- my | 


Eommand. or Domineer ovyeft: Mens 


S<CONSCIENCES, ſince the ſame 


*So ſays K. Charles 
the 1ſt. in Eicon Baſt. 
T defire noe that my 
Laws and: Sceptre ſhou!d 
Tntrench over God's 
Soverargnty, who s 
THE ONLY KING 
OF MENS CON- 
SCIENCES. 


« wasno leis than to 
« jnyade the PRE- 
Ee ROGATIVE OF 
«* HF EAVED; 


« And verily he 
© made good. his 
<& V/ords by his Deeas 


&« for he both De- 


« fended and kept 


& Inviolate the Pacification of Paſ- 


« ſaw; And in the Year 1569. permitted 
«the Doctrine of the Confeſſion of Aur 
&« /purg to the Gentry of Aufria. 


May His Majeſty, as he hath happily begun, 
-roceed, not only to Imztate, but exceed both in 
Length of Days arf{ laſting - Renown, this Great 
and. Good Emperour ;- and may all good Subjects 
readily Comply with His Majefties Gracious In- 
tentions 3 That God may delight-in us, and ſay as 
of old, Fer. 34. 15. Te have done Right in my 
ſight, in proclaaming LIBERTY every man 36 
' by. Neighbour... Quod faxit Deus, 


j Penn Aa Poon PR 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Hough Per/ection-has too. gererally-prevail'd 

- in the World._yet there hath not been wan=- 

ting Wiſe and Good Men, that have in Antient 

times given their Suffrages on behalf of Tolcration 

and Indulgence to thoſe of different Opinions, Of 
which I ſhall ſubjoyn.an Example or two... 


La&antins, who flouriſh'd about the Year: of 
our Lord 306. Wrote a particular Hiſtory of the 
Death of the Primitive Per/ſecurzors, lately Tranſla- 
ted into. Engliſh: And the ſame Father, in . his 
Treatiſe, Entituled, Divine Inſtitutions, L. 1. Cap. 
20, has this notable Diſcourſe, © Loxge Duver/a 
© fant Carnificina & Pietatis, Nec poteſt aut Veri- 
* ras cumvi, aut Juſtitia cum Crudelitate conjun- 
* pi. O quam honeſta Voluntate, ©c. * Biety and 
* Butchering of Men, are things very different ; 
*Nor can either Truth be joyned with Force, or 
* -Reghtecuſneſs with. Cruelty, O with what- an ho- 
* neit. Intention do many poor People wretchedly 
* miſtzke ! They are ſenſible that there is nothing 
* more excellent among Men than RELIGION, 
*2rd that the ſame ought with. their utmoſt 'endea- 
* yours to be Defended ; but in the proper kind of 
*Ks Defence, they are deceived : For Religion is de- 
> fended not by Kz1ing, but Dying ; not by Fierce- 
®*reſ#, but by Patience; not by Wickeane/s, but 
*Faith; for Thoſe are Weapons of bad Men, but 
* Theſe of the Good. And-if you ſhould go about 
*te defend Religion with Blood and Tortures, or 
* apy 14. Arzs, the ſame will not be. Defended,..but 


* Defiled and T/io/ated; There- being nethivg fo - 
*VOLUNTARY as RELIGION; ia. 
* which, if the Mind be Averſe, it preſently ceaſes, 
* and becomes no-Religion- at all: - 

Amimarus Marcellinns tells us of the Emperour - 
Valentinian, that he became Renowned by rhe 
Moderation of his Government, * In that he did not 
* Interpoſe in the Diverſities of Opinions, fo as to 
* difturb or puniſh any of his People; laying no In- 
* junctions on their Belief 5 Nor- with -threatning 
©Edicts, make his Subjects bow their Necks to rhe - 
* Worſhip that himfelf Eſpouſed ; but left all things 
©in that kind, in the ſame Poſture-as he found 
*them. 

I could not theother day, Read without an #/tc- 
riſm, that Paſſage of Zaga Favo, a | 
Biſhop of Erhiopia, andAmbaiſa= De NMoribus 
dour of Preſter John, recorded by MErhrepum. 
Damtam:s a Goes, * It is ({oys he) 

*a ſad thing, that Chriſtiaa Strangers ſhovid be (of 
*harſhly treated like Enemies, as I have been here; 
*It would be far more convenient to ſuppcrt all 


* Chriſtians, be they Grecians, be they Armenians, 


© be they E:h:oprans, be they any one of the ſeven 
* Chriſtian Churckes, with Charity and Love cf 
* Chriſt; and to permit them to Live and Con- 
*verfe amongſt other Chriſtian Brethren, without 
* any Injury, becauſe we be Children of one Bap- 
*tiſin, and do hold the true Faith: Ard there is 
*no.reaſon to Diſpute ſo ſharply touching Cere- 
© monies, but rather that - every one ſkonld obſerve. 


* and. 
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*Keep his own, Without hating or troubling -others; 
* And none to be Excluded out of the Commerce 
© of the Church, although being a Stranger in other 
© Provinces, he keep and obſerve the Cuitoms of his 
© own Countrey, 


Will not this Diſcourſe from a Moor, make us 
European Chriſtians Bluſh ? Behold ! A Man come 
from the utmoſt parts of the Earth, to teach us 
that Moderation and Mutual Forbearance, the pra- 


Ctice whereof, too many of us do not enly Neglef, 


but wilfully Oppoſe. 


LP It may poſſibly be expected, That I ſhould 
now make ſome Apology for my [elf ; after having 
been 'called a Thoufand times Rogue and Papif, 
and Indvftriouſly Libell'd in News-Letters ( as 
they call them ) throughout the Nation : There are 
a ſort of little People, whoſe very Religion, is tell- 
ing of Stories, and their Livelihaod, nothing but 
Slaunder and Geoſjiping 3; but I am not at Leiſure 
to attend their Back-birting Whiſpers, Had 'I re 


garded the Barking of every Cerberus ( Animals 


with three Heads, a double Tongue, and no Brains) 
I might long ago have been Deaf. 

Ever ſince I was capable of underftanding ary thing 
of Religion, IT have thought Liberty of Conſcience to 
be the Birrh-right of Mankind by a Charter Di- 
vine; and hitherto I am not convincd of being 
miſtaken. - 

Whatever I have heretofore written ( and as #n 
Multiloquio, fo in Multa Scripturiendo, non deeft 
vanitas) was mainly defizn'd againſt the Spirze 
of Perſecution, which where-ever it appears: L 
take for a Badge of Antichriſtianiſm. This is 
that which I now (as formerly) oppoſe 3 Thx if. 
is, which I would #:/ Explode; The contrary 
Freedom to be perpetually Eftabliſh'd, is. all that 
I would Advance. This is my Pof?, from which, 
by the Divine Aſſiſtance, I will never recede ; 
And in Adhering to Chriſtian Truth, and Moral 
Þertue, and a Publick Good, and a Generous H%- 
neſty, T will contemn all Scandals, all Imaginary 
Bug-bears of enſuing Dangers, Loſſes 'or De:ſpras 
ces; Satisfied with this, That he is both Safe and 
Happy, and Rich and Honourable enough, that 
endeavours With Integrity to ſerve his Countrey 
whilſt he Lives, and has a Fid4ucia! Hope ( through 
the only Merits of the -Ever Bleſſed JESUS) 
to reach Heaven when he Dyes. 
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4. Advice to Engliſh Youthy Relatiug to the preſent Juncture of Afairs, 
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